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EU Mock Council

Sean Cavanagh and myself both applied
to Mr Hughes for a chance to take part in
a national mock version of the European
Union’s executive council and following
an interview and questionnaire process,
we both qualified to represent Wirral
Grammar School for Boys and our newly
adopted country, Slovakia, at the Council
in London.
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On Wednesday 16" December we
travelled to London, accompanied by Mr
McKinney and upon arrival, we
immediately made our way to Parliament
for a personal tour around the Palace of
Westminster by Alison McGovern’s
parliamentary aide, Jo Keeble. The House
of Lords was unfortunately occupied but
we were given a thoroughly interesting (and enjoyable) tour of the House of
Commons and nearby areas. It was a fascinating tour that took in the Hansard
Journals, the process of voting and division rooms as well as the statues of the four
famous Prime Ministers of the 20" century (including Winston Churchill’s lucky foot).
The House itself was surprisingly small (as the legend goes, the distance between
the Government and Opposition benches is two swords length to prevent any vicious
18" century attacks on one another), but not as small as Alison’s office; the
unfortunate drawback of life as backbench MP!

We were invited to discuss matters of policy and position in relation to our debate
topics with the Slovakian ambassador. This was an excellent experience and



through this we gained an important insight into the country we would be acting for
on the next day.

The following day we arrived at Lancaster (only a short distance from Buckingham
Palace itself), and following introductions, as Slovakia, found good friends in the
Netherlands and our fellow Eastern European nation Poland. From here we entered
the Long Gallery, a room where such momentous decisions as the transformation of
Rhodesia to Zimbabwe took place, the process soon began among all the splendour.
Sean and | sat together for the introductory speeches from members of the British
Council, the European Commission and even from the House of Lords. From here
we split into two working groups for the two topics that were being presented to the
Council. These were the necessity of Eurozone growth which Sean took and the
EU’s relationship with the Arab Spring, which was my topic. In the working group we
had the proposal put to us by the European Commission and then each member
would raise their country’s viewpoint with their agreement, or disagreement thereof.
It felt very official as we each had a microphone through which to talk and raise
guestions, as well as a group of interpreters available for those willing to debate in
another language. As Slovakia, we both took an active part although | believe the
Eurozone debate was far more contentious than my Arab Spring one!

It soon became clear which countries were our allies on the matters at hand and who
would require persuasion. Over lunchtime the lobbying began with Estonia wanting
its voice heard, Malta redrafting proposals and myself as Slovakia building support
for an immigration proposal.

Finally, during the afternoon we came to the meeting of the full Council where Sean
and | sat together to consider the final proposals to the body. The Eurozone
members found themselves in a position of agreement, after what | believe to have
been a heated argument in the working group with Sean defending Slovakia’s
position forcefully to the very end. We then came to the Arab Spring proposal once
more and suddenly all consensus built over lunch fell apart. Eventually after a
capitulation of Estonia and the Czech Republic, the proposal was passed
unanimously by all members with my immigration amendment included. We
reached this agreement at the very last minute and were treated to a final closing
speech (in French) by a member of the British Foreign Office.

Overall, the day was a major success for everyone and a particular success for
Slovakia. For a small eastern European nation with only 7 votes in the weighted
voting, we made ourselves heard! The Council was incredibly well organised and the
event venue itself was stunning. If the school is invited again next year | urge people
to try and get involved. It was a fantastic experience and well worth it to anyone
remotely interested in politics, languages or the workings and future of the European
Union.

Gareth Mattey U63PM



Pictured above from left to right: Jonathan Scheele - Head of the Representation in
the United Kingdom, European Commission, Gareth Mattey, Sean Cavanagh (Head
Boy), Mr Andrew McKinney



Killing Fields to Forgiveness

This term, the Sixth Form of Wirral Grammar Boys were treated to an enriching
experience of hearing a Cambodian national, Sokreaksa S. Himm, speak of his truly
remarkable journey from witnessing the slaughter of his family at the hands of the
Khmer Rouge, (the Communist Party in control of Cambodia at the time), to finding
Christianity, and travelling back to Cambodia to forgive those who murdered his
family.

Sokreaksa opened his talk with a joke to relax the boys before moving onto the
somewhat darker subject matter. Sokreaksa lived in Siemreap City in Cambodia
which had fallen to the Khmer Rouge in 1975. He was just a boy of nine when he
was forced to work in the fields to prevent persecution from the oppressive Khmer
Rouge regime. The Khmer Rouge held an iron fist on the country, with anyone who
was previously educated, or spoke against the regime killed. He knew, even at the
age of nine, that when the soldiers ‘took people to study’, they were being executed.
He painted a vivid picture of the day that the soldiers took his family, including
himself, to be executed.

Sokreaksa was struck across the head and he fell into a mass grave site only to
have his father and brother, fall dead onto him. Even after escaping the mass grave,
he witnessed the brutal murders of his mother and sister. He swore from this day on
he would avenge his family in order to regain their honour, as is the traditions of his
culture.

Sokreaksa managed to travel to eventual safety in Canada where he found
Christianity and this changed his entire outlook upon the events that occurred in
Cambodia. He came to the realisation that only forgiveness, not revenge, would
allow him to let go of the pain he held from the deaths of his family. This belief gave
him the strength to travel back to Cambodia and forgive the individual Khmer Rouge
soldiers who had murdered his family. The most vivid recollection for me personally,
was the fact that, when one of the soldiers apologised profoundly and stated he was
made to carry out the acts, Sokreaksa broke down into tears because these were the
words he had been waiting to hear for so long in order to let go of his pain.

I’m sure many of the boys in the sixth form were, as | was, unsure of what to expect
coming into the talk. However, | am positive that not one of the boys left unmoved by
his words. The truly awful events he experienced at such a young age places events
in our lives into context, and leaves a large amount of room for thought. | was truly
grateful for being able to hear Sokreaksa’s story as it allowed me to view events from
an alternate perspective and think, if he could do something as painful as forgive his
family’s killers, then surely | can do this, whatever this may be. Sokreaksa’s story is
told in his book ‘Tears of My Soul’, and the school wishes him all the best for the
future.

Aaron Smith U63



HOUSE MATTERS

Jordan Per kins
Dodds House Captain

The role of Dodds House Captain is a tremendous honour. This responsibility has
been a fantastic opportunity, allowing me to potentially make a difference within the
school and reward those staff and peers who have provided years of guidance and
education. Dodds is an established and prestigious house, with a deserved
reputation of nurturing academic and extra-curricular excellence.

| am honoured to have an opportunity to encourage Dodds boys in their endeavours
and successes. Members of Dodds should be immensely proud of their
achievements to date and this year looks to be as promising as the last as we are
currently second in the overall House Commendations total; this will hopefully spur
us on to victory and the acquisition of the Wilson Cup. | can only encourage boys to
engage fully in the opportunities Wirral Grammar has to offer as this will not only
present the chance to gain house commendations under the refurbished system, but
it is also an opportunity to further develop imperative skills.

As a House Captain | have been able to engage in numerous house orientated
activities. One which | have had a great personal interest in is the Ark Project. Boys
have been able to donate items to those less fortunate than ourselves and it has
been outstanding to see how generous boys have been, not only in Dodds, but
throughout each house. This has been a very rewarding and encouraging
experience and | hope to participate in many other opportunities throughout the year.
| hope the hard work and efforts of Dodds members is to continue and | look forward
to a prosperous year within Dodds house.



Ben Caveen
Barber House Captain
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Being selected as a House Captain for Barber is an honour and a
privilege and representing my house is a key role.

One of my greatest achievements was creating the idea for a reformed
House System and a new House Points Scheme, together with Mrs
Ahern, which seems to be a great success.

Points used to be given mainly for sport, but now music, drama and
academic achievement, are all valued and rewarded and therefore offers
opportunities for everyone to excel. Boys can monitor which house is in
the lead, and this encourages team spirit and a sense of competition,
right from year 7 through to the 6™ Form.

| like to think | have a good relationship with pupils across all year
groups, and am well known in the school community due to the
involvement with various school activities. Being elected as a House
Captain is an important responsibility, as | am representing not only the
270 boys in Barber house, but also the whole school as a member of the
Head Boy team. Hopefully | will continue to make a positive contribution
to Wirral Grammar School as House Captain for Barber (which is the
best house of course!!)



Aaron Smith
Lever House Captain

Hi, my name is Aaron Smith and | am the House Captain for Lever.

Being given the change to be House Captain was a phenomenal honour
as | had been an active participant in a number of house teams
throughout lower school, and to now be able to lead the house is
incredible.

The House System is fundamental to Wirral Grammar School for Boys
as it is a fundamental tradition of the school and it gives boys a sense of
comradeship with others in their year, and representing their house is an
achievement, they should be very proud of. The new system allows for
boys to now be able to support their house no matter what their area of
expertise; be it music, drama, sport, academic ability or just general
nature around school - it all counts towards the house totals at the end
of the year. | have enjoyed organising and participating in house events
with the boys and look forward to next year. I'm sure Lever house will
come out as the best house once again!



Yyanis Johnson-Llambias
Hodgson House Captain

Being chosen to represent Hodgson as House Captain was (although a bit
daunting at first), tremendously exciting. It is a huge responsibility, but to
have the chance to lead my House into competition is such a brilliant
honour.

The house system is fantastic as it allows boys from year 7 to Upper 6™ to
compete and work alongside each other in a variety of ways.

The broad range of inter-house competitions that go on, and the newly
designed rewards system mean that every student has the chance to shine
and earn points for their house regardless of what they excel at.

Being a House Captain gives me the chance to bring all of this together and
interact with boys of all ages. It is fabulous to see so many boys with so
many different interests and talents striving towards the same ultimate goal
— to be the best house! This year | have every confidence that Hodgson
will be the ones bringing home the Leverhulme Cup!



