The Sixth Form 

at 
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A month by month guide

WIRRAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

This guide accompanies the Sixth Form Handbook and sets out the main events during the Lower and Upper Sixth. 

The Sixth Form at Wirral Grammar School: A Monthly Guide
The purpose of this guide is to give parents and students an overview of the main sequence of events over the two year period.  Specific details of dates and times will be issued nearer to each event.
Lower Sixth

September:
Study Skills Day
September: 
Information Evening for Parents and Students

September:
Base-line assessment (ALIS): to help with target setting

October:
First assessment of students against target and progress bulletin sent home

November:
Parents’ Evening (L6)

December: 
Progress Bulletin issued
January:
AS module exams in some subjects (one module is approximately 25% of an A Level)

February: 
Subject reports issued
March:

AS module results published

March:

Residential visit to Cambridge Colleges and visit from Cambridge Admissions Tutor. 
April:

Progress Bulletin issued

June:

AS module examination in all subjects (50% of the A Level course)

June:
Information Evening for Parents: University Application Process & Finance Overview

June / July
College Week: Visits to Universities and visits from admissions tutors. Residential visit to Oxford Colleges
July:
Students should have a good idea of the course/s and universities that they intend to apply to by the end of the Summer Term.  University Open Days begin (see www.opendays.com)
August:
AS module results published

Upper Sixth

September:
University Open Days are taking place, mainly in September and October (see www.opendays.com)


September:
UCAS application writing, personal statements etc.

October:
By the end of this month all UCAS applications should be complete

October:
Progress Bulletin issued

November:
Mock interviews for Oxbridge, Medical and Dentistry students

November:
Parents’ Evening (U6)
November:
Information Evening for Parents: University Finance: Tuition Fees, Student Loans etc.

December:
University offers start being made and this process continues into Jan and Feb

December:
Progress Bulletin issued

January:
A2 exam modules in some subjects (each module is worth approx. 25% of an A level)

February: 
Parents’ Evening and formal reports prepared and sent home

March:

A2 exam module results are published

May:
Students begin their Study Leave period and only attend for examinations

June/July:
A2 examinations in all subjects

July:
Sixth Form Leavers’ Prom (Wirral Grammar Boys & Girls)

August:
A2 results published and University acceptances made

September:
Accommodation arrangements finalised with the University & loans / grants paid to students
October:
University Term starts (‘Intro’ /’Freshers’ Week, prior to courses starting)
December:
Wirral Grammar School Certificate Presentation Evening: Hulme Hall
Guide to the University Application Process

Applications to Universities are managed by a central organisation called UCAS. An online application service is now available to students and this manages the whole process from application preparation, submission, offers and final allocation. The website is www.UCAS.com. A specific area of the website has been created for parents and includes explanations of the application process, the UCAS ‘tariff’ (the points system used in university offers) as well as additional information relating to finance.

Parents can register at www.ucas.com/parents for a free parents’ guide. By registering, parents can receive the guide as well as quarterly up-dates on the application process. 

Please note that experience shows that early engagement with the application process means that students receive their offers quickly. At Wirral Grammar School, our expectation is that applications are completed by October half-term of the Upper Sixth.

Information Evenings for Parents
During the two years of the Sixth Form we hold information briefings for parents so that parents are kept fully informed and are in a position to support their son throughout these important two years. These briefings are:

September: 
Introduction to the Wirral Grammar School Sixth Form (Lower Sixth)

June: 

The University Application Process & University Finance (Lower Sixth)

November:
University Tuition Fees, Loans & Grants (Upper Sixth)

Keeping Parents Informed
During your son’s time in the Sixth Form you will kept informed of his progress through regular Progress Bulletins, Subject Reports and Parents’ Evenings. In addition, if we have particular concerns parents will be contacted and a meeting arranged to address the issues. If you have any concerns you are welcome to contact Mr Askew (Head of Sixth Form) and arrange an appointment.
Useful Web Sites
Information about open days: www.opendays.co.uk 
Department for Education and Skills: www.dfes.gov.uk/studentsupport 
Student Loans Company: www.slc.co.uk 
Student Finance Direct (entitlements to government funding): studentfinance.direct.gov.uk 
Scotland: Students Awards Agency for Scotland: www.student-support-saas.gov.uk 
Wales: www.studentfinancewales.co.uk 
National Union of Students: www.nusonline.co.uk
