Year 7 Curriculum Guide
Your son will be studying the following topics / themes: 

French study in year 7 is based upon the 6 Modules of the Expo 1 text book .

Topics covered are as follows:  Greetings; Personal Descriptions; Friends and Family; Home and Local Area; School and Daily Routine and Free Time.
Grammatically the focus is on establishing the basics of gender, adjectival agreement, present tense verbs, the immediate future and simple connectives.

All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year, and the difficulty level ranges from National Curriculum level 1 (world level work) to level 5 (extended sentences using two tenses and opinions).
Methods of assessment will include:

At the end of each Module (one per half term), there will be a summative assessment in the four attainment targets.  The written part of this assessment takes the form of an assignment to be completed at home over two homework nights.  Following each test pupils will identify their current level and set targets for the following half term.

In addition, there is on-going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows for individual target setting.  There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the majority of language lessons.
During the year, homework will take the following forms:

There are two French homeworks per week, ordinarily one learning and one written.  There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake research, usually internet based, on topics pertaining to French culture and society.  These may culminate in display or project work.

You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways:

· Agree to “learn” French alongside him (ask him to teach you!)
· Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly when it is a learning homework)

· Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils are provided with a “common errors” checklist with this in mind)
· Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary

· Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly

· Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the generic skills it develops

Year 8 Curriculum Guide

Your son will be studying the following topics / themes: 

French study in year 8 is based upon the 6 Modules of the Expo 2 text book .

Topics covered are as follows:  Family; Jobs; Weather; TV and Films; Free Time; Food and Drink and Holidays.
Grammatically the focus is on the revision of the present tense and its irregularities, the perfect tense, the use of the infinitive, further use of connectives and expessing opinions.
All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year, and the difficulty level ranges from National Curriculum level 3 to level 6/7 (extended sentences, full descriptions, three tenses and opinions).

Methods of assessment will include:

At the end of each Module (one per half term), there will be a summative assessment in the four attainment targets.  The written part of this assessment takes the form of an assignment to be completed at home over two homework nights.  Following each test pupils will identify their current level and set targets for the following half term.

In addition, there is on-going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows for individual target setting.  There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the majority of language lessons.

During the year, homework will take the following forms:

There are two French homeworks per week, ordinarily one learning and one written.  There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake research, usually internet based, on topics pertaining to French culture and society.  These may culminate in display or project work.

You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways:

· Agree to “learn” French alongside him (ask him to teach you!)

· Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly when it is a learning homework)

· Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils are provided with a “common errors” checklist with this in mind)

· Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary

· Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly

· Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the generic skills it develops
Year 9 Curriculum Guide

Pupils are setted in Year 9 and so course content and the depth of study are adjusted accordingly.
Your son will be studying the following topics / themes: 

Sets 9BD1 and 9HLW 1 will be following a fast track French course and will be entered for their GCSE in Year 10.  They will, therefore, start their GCSE course at the beginning of Year 9 and this will be based upon the Expo 4 text book.  Pupils will be issued with a different curriculum booklet.

Sets 9BD2 and 9HLW 2 & 3 will be using the Métro 3 text book as the basis for their study on Family and Relationships, Local Area, Healthy Lifestyles, Fashion and The Media.  

Sets 9BD3 and 9HLW4 will be using the Expo 3 text book as the basis for their study on TV and Film, Future Plans, Healthy Lifestyles, Famous People, Holidays and The Rights of Young People.

It is the aim inYear 9 to consolidate the grammatical points covered in the previous two years and facilitate greater fluency and independence in our language learners.

All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year, and the difficulty level ranges from National Curriculum level 3 to level 7 (extended sentences, full descriptions, three tenses and opinions), with reinforcement and extension work applied where appropriate.

For the first time, pupils will also have lessons in small groups with the French assistant on a rotational basis.
Methods of assessment will include:

At the end of each Module (one per half term), there will be a summative assessment in the four attainment targets.  The written part of this assessment takes the form of an assignment to be completed at home over two homework nights.  Following each test pupils will identify their current level and set targets for the following half term.

In addition, there is on-going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows for individual target setting.  There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the majority of language lessons.

During the year, homework will take the following forms:

There are two French homeworks per week, ordinarily one learning and one written.  There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake research, usually internet based, on topics pertaining to French culture and society.  These may culminate in display or project work.

You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways:

· Agree to “learn” French alongside him (ask him to teach you!)

· Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly when it is a learning homework)

· Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils are provided with a “common errors” checklist with this in mind)

· Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary

· Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly

· Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the generic skills it develops
