Year 8 Curriculum Guide

Your son will be studying the following topics / themes: 

Spanish study in year 8 is begins with the study of topics based upon the modules of the Aventura 1 text book . There are two lessons per week:
The alphabet 
Self description and greetings 
Describing local area

My school and subjects I study

My free time activities

My house and my bedroom

My family and pets

The weather

The present tense

The near future tense

Grammatically the focus is on establishing the basics of gender, adjectival agreement, present tense verbs, the immediate future and simple connectives.

All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year, and the difficulty level ranges from National Curriculum level 1 (world level work) to level 5 (extended sentences using two tenses and opinions).

Methods of assessment will include:

At the end of each Module (one per half term), there will be a summative assessment in the four attainment targets.  The written part of this assessment takes the form of an assignment to be completed at home over two homework nights. This is of approximately 75 words in length.  Following each test pupils will identify their current level and set targets for the following half term.

In addition, there is on-going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows for individual target setting.  There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the majority of language lessons.

Pupils also meet with the Spanish native speaker in small groups on a weekly basis.

During the year, homework will take the following forms:

There is one Spanish homework per week either learning or one written.  There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake research, usually internet based, on topics pertaining to Spanish culture and society.  These may culminate in display or project work.

You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways:

· Agree to “learn” Spanish alongside him (ask him to teach you!)

· Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly when it is a learning homework)

· Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils are provided with a “common errors” sheet)

· Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary

· Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly

· Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the generic skills it develops

· Encourage the use of Spanish in everyday life 

· Encourage your son to use one of the plethora of websites: linguascope.com/ espanol extra.co.uk  / languagesonline.org.uk

Year 9 Curriculum Guide

Your son will be studying the following topics / themes

Pupils are taught in forms for two lessons a week using Aventura 2 textbook in order to cover the following topics:
More advanced self-description

The past tense

Describing a past holiday and holiday activities

Simple and complex opinions

Careers and future plans

The future tense 

Latin America and its geography 

Pocket money and leisure activities (music)

School uniform, clothes an school of future

It is the aim inYear 9 to consolidate the grammatical points covered in the previous year and facilitate greater fluency and independence in our language learners. All skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year, and the difficulty level ranges from National Curriculum level 2 to level 7 (extended sentences, full descriptions, three tenses and opinions), with reinforcement and extension work applied where appropriate.

Methods of assessment will include:

At the end of each Module (one per half term), there will be a summative assessment in the four attainment targets.  The written part of this assessment takes the form of an assignment to be completed at home over two homework nights. This will be of approximately 100 words in  length.  Following each test pupils will identify their current level and set targets for the following half term.

In addition, there is on-going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows for individual target setting.  There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the majority of language lessons.

Pupils also meet with the Spanish native speaker in small groups on a weekly basis.
During the year, homework will take the following forms:

There is one Spanish homework per week, likely to be based on reading material or a written homework.  There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake research, usually internet based, on topics pertaining to French culture and society.  These may culminate in display or project work.

You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways:

· Agree to “learn” Spanish alongside him (ask him to teach you!)

· Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly when it is a learning homework)

· Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils are provided with a “common errors” sheet)

· Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary

· Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly

· Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the generic skills it develops

· Encourage the use of Spanish in everyday life 

· Encourage your son to use one of the plethora of websites: linguascope.com/ espanol extra.co.uk  / languagesonline.org.uk

