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Department: Art & Design 

 

Year 8 Information Event 2021 FAQs 

 

Question 1 Do you get to make whatever you like within your art projects? 
Answer There is one teacher-led coursework project in Yr10 (Ornithology/Flight Project) but the second 
coursework project allows you to choose one project from approximately 5 options. Within each of the two 
coursework projects that you will complete you are actively encouraged to interpret the tasks individually 
and make every piece of work as personal as possible. Indeed, it is often the case that the more personal 
and individual the choices a pupil make, the better the grade that is finally awarded.  

 

Question 2 Can I study digital art and photography? 
Answer If you have a particular strength in one of these areas then you can certainly angle your project to 
do more of one than the other. We enter all pupils for the ‘Art, Craft & Design’ specification which allows 
for pupils to choose any media area that they enjoy and become technically refined in. 

 

Question 3 How much of the course is practical? 
Answer There is no formal ‘theory’ examination in Art & Design and therefor 100% of the course is 
practical. There is a pre-release paper, released by AQA in January of Yr11 with a series of 7/8 themes 
which the pupils use as starting points for a body of work produced over the next 14 weeks. This is called 
the ‘Externally Set Task’ and culminates in a 10-hour supervised ‘exam’ (this takes place over three school 
days in April).   

 

Question 4 I don’t think I can draw, is this a problem? 

Answer No, this is not a problem.  Our department offers a broad and varied range of media areas and 
technical skills that does not necessitate you having the strongest drawing skills. Obviously, over the course 
you will improve your drawing skills, but you may choose to specialise in sculpture, ceramics, photography, 
film, or printing. 

 

Question 5 Do I have to learn a variety of different techniques? 
Answer    During the series of mini-projects in the Yr9 Foundation year you will need to be prepared to 
attempt all the different media areas and techniques that are taught, but as you move onto Yr10 and even 
more so in Yr11, you are encouraged to use materials and techniques that you feel most confident in and 
enjoy most.  

 

Question 6 Are there any Art & Design trips? 
Answer    Yes, we offer a workshopping weekend to Yr10 and Yr11 in January, where we go away for a 
long weekend to The Conway Centre in Menai, North Wales. We join up with 3 or 4 other secondary 
schools and the work produced contributes positively to the overall GCSE grade. 

 

Question 7 Is the course very demanding on time? 



Answer    This is an evidence-based subject, and as such it is often linked to time-investment. We would 
expect 90mins independent study every week, but this is similar to all GCSE subjects.  This may mean that 
some lunch times and independent working time will be used to access the art department equipment and 
facilities.   
 

Question 8 Do I need specialist materials at home? 
Answer    As we will be expecting 90mins work to take place at home this does necessitate having the 
correct materials at home. At the beginning of Yr9 pupils are given the opportunity to purchase GCSE Art 
Packs from school at a heavily discounted price (usually around £35). The Materials should last the whole of 
the 3-year course. Further specialist materials and equipment is given or lent for home use throughout the 
course. Often financial assistance can be provided by the school to fund the starter packs, and the need for 
materials should never be a prohibitive factor in GCSE choice. 


