
WIRRAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL for Boys                               

  ‘BRITISH VALUES’ 

 
 

The specified ‘British Values’ of democracy, tolerance, mutual respect, personal and 

social responsibility, rule of law and individual liberty collectively form an integral part of 

school life.  All these values are reflected in the values that the school has held dear 

throughout its history since the school opened in 1931.  Our school values are: 

 

We value learning - for that is the purpose of our school 

We value respect - for self and others, so that we can learn 

together 

We value co-operation - Because we can achieve more together 

than we do separately  

We value courtesy - as a sign of our mutual respect 

We value fairness, justice and 

tolerance 

- for they create equal opportunities and 

reinforce respect. 

We value trust and honesty - for they are the keys to honest and trustful 

relationships 

We value kindness, compassion 

and generosity 

- Because we are all made better by giving 

and receiving these virtues 

 

 

Living these Values 

 

Our school values underpin all that we do and are reflected through the content of our 

school website and our associated school publications.  Summarised here are some of the 

ways in which our values are put into practice: 

 

1. Through Assemblies - assemblies take place each day and may be year based or 

house based.  Each week we have a particular theme or focus and examples include: 

Forgiveness, New Beginnings, Human Rights and Responsibilities, Advent and 



Christmas, Friendship, Independence, A Positive Approach to Life, Stewardship, 

Conservation. 

 

2. Through our House System - all pupils and staff belong to one of four Houses and each 

House has its own House Council.  A spirit of health competition is encouraged and 

rewarded.  Pupils can earn House Points for a wide range of activities; participation in 

sports, music, drama, charity fundraising, enterprise activity, personal endeavours, 

excellent attendance, making a positive contribution to school life; academic 

achievement. 

 

3. Political and democratic awareness and engagement – all pupils engage in the 

democratic process each year as they elect the Captain for their House.  Through 

House Elections, boys are able to experience attendance at ‘hustings’, completion of 

a ballot paper, use of ballot boxes and notification of election results by the ‘returning 

officer’.   House Councils are made up of representatives from each of the 44 House 

Groups. The organisation of charitable events is always high on the House Council 

agendas. 

 

In addition to the House Council we have our School Council (main school) and Sixth 

Form Council (sixth form).  The bodies meet on a monthly basis and discuss and act on 

a range of areas that include: ICT, teaching and learning, school catering and the 

school environment. 

 

British Prime Minister, Harold Wilson (1964-1970 and 1974-1976 was a former pupil of our 

school and was Head Boy (1932). Having a former Prime Minister attend the school has 

been an important factor in promoting political awareness among pupils. Our local MP 

frequently visits the school and gives talks to pupils. Every year a visit to the House of 

Commons is arranged. 

 

4. Through a culture of peer support - our pupils do a lot to support each other.  All boys 

belong to a mixed age House Group and these meet every day.   Mixed age groups 

help to create a climate of support as older boys are encouraged to provide 

guidance for younger pupils.   

 

Our Peer Support Group is made up of older students who are appointed to their roles.  

Our ‘PSG’ provides peer support to pupils in the younger years and particularly Years 7 

and 8. 

 

Our Anti-Bullying Committee is another pupil body with representatives from each year 

group.  Our ‘ABC’ is central to promoting a climate that is positive and the committee 

plays an active role in making all pupils aware of the harm that bullying can do. 

 

5. Through a culture of participation – All boys are encouraged to take part in a range of 

extra-curricular activities.  On a typical Saturday, over 250 boys take part in 

competitive sports.   Over 300 boys are actively learning to play musical instruments.  

We have an extensive range of clubs and societies and participation levels are very 

high indeed.  Each year, over 100 students take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

Programme and approximately 30 take part in the Silver Programme. 

 

6. Through Charity Fundraising – all boys are involved in choosing the charity focus for an 

academic year. At the start of each year, we nominate a number of charities and 



pupils then vote on the one they wish to raise funds for.  In recent years, charities have 

included: UNESCO, ‘Help for Heroes’, Cancer Research UK, Wirral Autistic Society, Alder 

Hey Children’s Charity, ‘Mango Tree’ (for orphans in Tanzania).  Each year impressive 

sums of money are raised through a wide variety of fundraising activities.  Typically, 

sums in the order of £8,000 to £10,000 are raised. 

 

7. Through our RE Curriculum -   In Year 7 the focus is on the life and teaching of Jesus 

and key features of Christianity, parables of Jesus, Miracles of Jesus, Holy Week, The 

Church, Church Ceremonies and Jesus’ Disciples.  Year 8 focusses on religious 

symbolism and in Year 9, pupils study the beliefs and practices of Judaism, Islam, 

Sikhism and Buddhism.  Boys are able to opt for RE at GCSE where the course centres 

around the study of two major religions, one of which is Christianity.   As part of the 

wider enrichment of RE, pupils are able to take on visits to places of worship used by 

different faiths.  In Key Stage 4, pupils were able to take part in a five day visit to Rome 

where they visit historical and cultural sites and spend a day at The Vatican. 

 

8. Through broad and balanced curriculum – our school curriculum has a ‘traditional’ 

focus on English Baccalaureate ‘facilitating’ subjects.  All boys study English Language, 

English Literature, Mathematics, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, French or Spanish, History 

and/or Geography.  Pupils are also able to select from ‘option subjects’ at GCSE:  Art, 

Business, Music, Geology, Technology, PE, RE. 

 

9. Through overseas links – International links play a key part in the life of our school.  In 

2014 we were awarded the International School Award for the third time.  We have 

been a Comenius School from 2009 to 2014, students are able to acquire the Foreign 

Language Leader Award and the BA Language Flag Award.  Visits to other countries 

for over the past three years have included Iceland (Geography), Malta (Music), Italy 

(Geography), Rome (RE), Australia (PE), Spain and France (Languages), Austria (Ski 

Trip), Berlin, Poland, Moscow (History trips). 

 

10. Through ‘Traditional’ Events – our school calendar has a number of key events that 

embody our values and traditional context.  All boys attend a Carol Service at the 

local Anglican Church, all boys in Years 7 and 8 attend our Remembrance Day Service 

to honour the 46 former pupils of WGSB who lost their lives in conflict. All pupils take 

part in our Remembrance Day 2 minute silence. We celebrate pupil achievement 

through our annual Awards’ Ceremony and our Certificate Evening. 

 

 

This document is intended to provide a flavour of how our values are reflected in our 

school life.   Please refer to our School Magazine (Nuntius) which can be found on our 

‘publication’ area of our website. This publication provides a full account of the range of 

opportunities that are available to our pupils each term. 

 

 


