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Question 1: Do I need to take Geography and History? 
Answer: 

No but the 2 subjects complement each other well in the style of both the 

examination paper and the skills that are required within the subjects.  

 

Question 2: Do I need to do both Geography and Geology? 
Answer: 

No, but again the subjects complement each other and may look at similar 

topics from very different angles. Students who do both see the benefits of a 

slight overlap in some of the topics covered. Many geographers find the finer 

detail covered in the geology aspect useful in both understanding and 

increasing their knowledge on specific areas. 

 

Question 3: Are there fieldwork/trips involved in Geography? 

Answer: 

Eduqas specify that the pupils should have the opportunity to undertake 

fieldwork enquiries in contrasting environments. However, they stipulate the 

theme for the fieldwork, which changes every year. In 2024, when your son will 

sit his GCSE examination, the focus for fieldwork is on Change over Time and 

Mitigating Risk. Field experiences that we have undertaken in the past few years 

include, Regeneration in Liverpool, Sustainable communities in Port Sunlight and 

a study of the River Goyt near Macclesfield.  

 

Question 4; Is there a specific textbook connected to the course? 
Answer: 

Yes, we currently use the Hodder education textbook and all boys should be 

allocated a textbook at the start of Year 9. The book is to be used both in school 

and at home and so care needs to be taken in keeping the book in good 

condition. Eduqas also publish a revision guide that the department can pre-

order and as a parent you will be able to purchase at a reduced cost.  

 



Question 5;  How many exam papers will my son sit? 
Answer: 

There are 3 papers in total. Each paper is 1 hour 30 minutes. The first 2 papers 

are based around the 6 key components of the course and are both worth 35% 

of the overall GCSE examination. Paper 3 is based on both fieldwork 

experiences and geographical skills, and although the same length as the other 

2 written papers, it accounts for 30% of the overall grade.  

 

Question 6; Is there lots of written content in the course? 
Answer: 

Yes, there are 6 themes/topics that we cover and they are very detailed in their 

content. Each them will have an 8-mark essay in the examination and so an 

ability to construct sound essays is essential.  

 

Question 7; How will my son be assessed in school/lesson? 
Answer: 

The course has 6 themes/topics that are further split into chapters. The 3-year 

course covers 18 chapters in total. At the end of each chapter your son will sit a 

grade marked assessment (GMA) which is used to calculate both his ability and 

his attainment, and will be reflected in the regular reports sent home. 

 

Question 8; What are the results like at GCSE? 
Answer: 

We pride ourselves in our superb range of results. Please refer to the powerpoint 

for an historical summary 

 

Question 9; Do the boys have to complete an NEA (non-examined 

assessment) 
Answer: 

There is no NEA/coursework at GCSE level. This has been replaced by a written 

paper, with the boys completing questions based on their fieldwork experience. 

However, the boys will be expected to produce a write up of their fieldwork 

experiences on return to school.  

 

 


