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Year 8 Information Event 2021 FAQs 

 
Question 1 Do I have to study other subjects to take Geology? 

Answer No. You will find an advantage, however, in taking Geography, as many elements 

of the courses overlap. Aspects of Biology Chemistry and Physics are all useful to success in 

Geology 

 

Question 2 Is there any Mathematics in Geology? 

Answer Yes. You will be expected to make some calculations to add scientific rigour to 

your work.  

 

Question 3 Is there a project as part of the assessment? 

Answer No. You will be expected to create a clear record of all fieldwork experiences to 

ensure skills are strong and observations secure. 

 

Question 4  Is there a course text book? 

Answer No. The course is divided into several units. Many elements of the work are revisited 

and reinforced in these units. Each unit has its own bespoke work booklet. The notes are 

mainly provided for you. Your tasks involve making intelligent observations and comments 

upon Geological information.  

 

Question 5 How is the course assessed? 

Answer Each unit is assessed using a test. Questions are of a GCSE standard from the 

outset. Careful preparation for such tests is essential for success. At the end of the three-

year GCSE course you will sit two examinations. Paper 1 is delivered on a computer, 

testing theoretical knowledge and understanding. Paper 2 is handwritten and requires you 

to interpret a lot of Geological information about a virtual fieldwork site created by the 

exam board.  

 

Question 6 Are there practical elements to the course? 

Answer Yes. The rocks, minerals and fossils all have practical requirements. This needs 

careful observational skills, drawing with accuracy, care and precision and an ability to 

annotate your findings precisely.  

 

Question 7 Is there fieldwork? 

Answer Yes. An essential element of the course is fieldwork. This might be on the Wirral, in 

the north of England or in Wales. Being a hardy outdoors person is essential as I cannot 

control the elements! These experienced build up skills and knowledge which you will 

need to apply to the second (hand written) examination paper.  


