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Year 8 Information Event 2021 FAQs 

 

Which examination board? 
 

Answer 

AQA 
 

Question 2 

 

What courses do we study? 

 
Answer 

Paper One  

 

Section A 

Germany, 1890–1945: Democracy and dictatorship 

Section B 

Conflict and tension: the inter-war years, 1918–1939 

Paper Two 

 

Section A 

Britain: Power and the people: c1170 to the present day 

Section B 

Restoration England, 1660–1685 

Question 3 

 

Do I have to have a particular grade at KS3 to do GCSE History? 
 

Answer 



No, we are more interested in your passion for the subject and your willingness to 

work hard.  We do not have a minimum grade requirement.  You would need to 

talk to Mrs Jones or your teacher for further guidance. 

 

Question 4  

 

Who will teach me? 

  
Answer  

We do not yet know is the answer to this question.  You must not choose the 

subject on the basis of a teacher or being in a group with a friend.  Group and 

teacher allocation are decided by the timetable and not by the Department so 

no promises can be made in this area. 

 

Question 5 

 

Is it all essays? 

 
Answer 
NO!  There is a variety of types of question available, with the longest requiring four 

paragraphs and the shortest one.  There are only two twenty minute essays over 

the four sections of the examination. 

 

Question 6 

 

Is there a lot to learn? 

 
Answer 
Yes, but again you are supported in this and the course booklets are specifically 

designed to embed as much learning as possible as you work through the course.  

In addition, you are provided with learning organisers, “how to” videos and revision 

programmes.   

 

Question 7  

 

How will I be taught? 

 
Answer 
 You will be given the factual material in the booklets and activities to embed the 

learning, much as during lockdown.  You will not be expected to find the basic 

information yourself.  Lessons will involve discussion and debate to embed your 

learning and very little just being “talked at.”  History is a subject which 

necessitates and thrives on this approach.  You have been “In training” since Year 

Seven and so you are building on skills you already have. 

 

Question 8 

Are the topics boring? 

 



Well obviously we do not think so!  We believe they are fascinating and help to 

explain the nature of the modern world.  We receive positive feedback from our 

students, as shown in the video on the school website. 

 

How big are the teaching groups? 

 
Answer 
This is very variable, depending on how many opt for our subject.   
 

Question 9  

 

Are results good? 

 
Answer 

 

The results of the last three years have been good and show steady improvement as 

we refine and hone the resources we introduced when the format of GCSEs changed. 

 

85.54% of boys attained a grade 5-9 in 2018, 87.04 in 2019, the figure rising to 

88.89% in 2020.  In 2018 50.6% of those attained grades 7-9 with the figure rising to 

54.63 in 2019 and 55.56% last year.  In 2020 97.22% attained grade 4-9 as opposed 

to 96.3% in 2019 and 89.1 in 2018. 

 

Question 10 

 

Do we have coursework? 

 

Answer 

 

No, there is no coursework component at GCSE. 

 


