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Frequently asked questions 
 

Information Technologies 

 

Questions 

 

‘What board is the Information Technologies with?’ 

- OCR board 

 

‘How is the course structured?’ 

- The course is organised into two large units, Unit R012 

and Unit R013. The Unit R012 contains four separate 

sections (LO1, LO3, LO4, LO6) and contains the 

theory component your son will have to learn. The 

Unit R013 is also separated into four separate sections 

(LO2, LO5, LO7, LO8) and it is the project work 

component of the course.  

 

‘What programming languages will the pupils be using?’ 

- The pupils will not be learning any programming 

languages on the OCR IT course. Instead, they will be 

given the opportunity to learn how to progress their 

understanding of more advanced features within 

existing software applications (eg word processing, 

spreadsheet and database packages).  
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‘Does my son have to be good at Maths to do the OCR 

Information Technologies?’ 

- No, as the course does not require as much problem 

solving as the GCSE Computer Science. However, 

your son should be able to analyse a problem, plan 

and determine a possible solution and learn new 

software skills to meet a pre-set requirements in the 

form of a brief.    

 

‘How will I know how well my son is progressing?’ 

- We regularly have small tests at the beginning of 

each lesson to quickly go over work covered in the 

previous lesson. There are intermittent assessments in 

large units of work and end of unit assessments mostly 

based on past paper questions. All the pupils will 

have aspirational / school-based targets to compare 

how they are progressing. These grades are recorded 

at the back of their exercise books.  
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‘How is the course assessed?’ 

- The pupils will have to sit paper 1, ‘Computational thinking 

and problem solving’ and paper 2, ‘Computing concepts’. 

Unit R012: 

Marks:          80 marks (50% of the course) 

Duration:     x1 hour, 45 minutes 

 

R013:   (centre assessed task) 

Marks:          80 marks (50% of the course) 

Duration:     approx. 20 hours 

 

‘What is the reason my son should take this subject?’ 

It will allow your son to have: 

- The ability to critically evaluate and assimilate the 

information they encounter, particularly through sources 

such as the internet. 

- An appreciation of the role that computing and IT plays in 

the world around them. 

- An understanding of the need to practice e-safety when 

using IT resources, particularly online. 

- The role computing and ICT plays in businesses 

- To reinforce a cross-curricular approach to computing and 

ICT - students should encounter both in a wide range of 

contexts and not exclusively through the study of computing 

itself 

- To emphasise access - Children should have frequent access 

to ICT tools and have adequate opportunity to use these 

tools when it is appropriate to do so 
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‘What can you do with OCR Information technologies?’ 

- The OCR Information Technologies improves students' 

knowledge of the digital environment and their confidence 

with IT. They learn about data management issues and 

develop practical skills by planning and creating an 

integrated technological solution to 

communicate information. These skills can be transferred into 

the world of business, management, systems development 

and IT, to enhance their appreciation of the role IT plays in 

the work place and become an added factor when being 

considered for employment in these industries.  

 


