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A Business and Enterprise School for Boys

Wirral Grammar 
School was founded 
in 1931.  We are a 
selective Grammar 
School serving a wide 
geographical area. Our 
immediate community 
includes Bebington and 
Bromborough. Over 
half of our students 
join us from all over the Wirral and from 
Cheshire.

Parents, students and staff of the school 
believe that we have a fine school with 
an outstanding record of developing the 
talent of our pupils to the full.  We set 
very high standards encouraging all our 
boys to maximise their potential both 
academically and through an extensive 
range of enrichment opportunities.  At Wirral 
Grammar School, our boys work hard and 
play hard.  

The move from primary school to secondary 
school is a crucial step and paves the way 
to future personal development, intellectual 
growth and career success.  At Wirral 
Grammar School, parents are treated as 
close partners in their son’s education.        
Our pupils arrive in Year 7 as young boys 
and leave at the end of Year 13 as young 
men, equipped with the skills, qualifications 
and experiences required for the work place 
and life in general.  We have an outstanding 
record of getting our students to exactly 
where they want to be at the point when 
they leave, whether this be placed at 
a selective university or an advanced 
apprenticeship.

Our accompanying ‘Parents’ Handbook’ 

contains detailed information about 
all aspects of life at Wirral Grammar 
School. Our school website (www.
wirralgrammarboys.com), provides up-
to-date information on achievements and 
developments.  Any literature, however, 
cannot provide a complete picture of school 
life.  

The best way of finding out about our 
school and its ethos is to come and see 
us at work.  We hold Open Evenings in the 
Summer and Autumn Terms and we are 
always willing to make arrangements to see 
parents and prospective pupils and show 
them around.

Yours sincerely

David Hazeldine (Headteacher)

“We just wanted to say thank you very much for the excellent first 
year our son has had.  We feel that he has been encouraged to 
reach his full potential and he has enjoyed the many opportunities 
that he has been given.” 

New Year 7 Parent

WELCOME TO WIRRAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL FOR BOYS

“We could not be prouder 
of our son’s achievements.  
We are grateful to you for 
supporting him in a very 
positive and inclusive manner.” 

Year 10 Parents
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We believe that all parents have three key 
priorities for their child’s education: for 
them to be happy in school, well cared 
for and successful.  A boy who is settled, 
happy and supported is most likely to 
flourish academically.  Our pupils enjoy 
coming to school and with the support 
and encouragement of well-qualified and 
specialist staff, they succeed at the highest 
levels.  While academic achievement is our 
core purpose, we place an equal emphasis 
on providing high quality enrichment 
opportunities.  

Our extensive range of extra-curricular 
activities ensures that every boy has 
the opportunity to succeed in his own, 
individual way.  Wirral Grammar School for 
Boys is a very special place where boys 
are able to enjoy their childhood and grow 
intellectually and socially into confident 
young adults equipped to lead and manage 
in a wide range of employment contexts.  
Our boys are well prepared to face a 
rapidly changing technological world with 
confidence.

CHOOSING A SCHOOL

“A massive thank you to all staff who have supported our son 
through his learning.  This is an excellent school with great 
leadership and teachers.”

Year 12 Parents (Parent Survey) 

“Boys speak very highly of the relationship they have with teachers. 
‘They really care about us’, one said, ‘if you need help, teachers will 
give up hours of their spare time to help you.” 

Ofsted

“Thank you for all the hard 
work and commitment that 
you put into the Duke of 
Edinburgh Award to enable 
our son to participate. He 
thoroughly enjoyed it and it 
gave him such a huge sense 
of achievement.” 

Year 10 Parent
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A Business and Enterprise School for Boys

MEETING INDIVIDUAL NEEDS

Our care, guidance and support are 
recognised as being of very high standards.  
Our school is the optimum size for a 
secondary school: large enough to provide 
a superb range of academic courses and 
extra-curricular activities and yet small 
enough for each boy to be known as an 
individual.  Support is tailored to the needs 
of each boy.  

Our able pupils are challenged through the 
provision of enrichment opportunities and 
access to additional courses.  Pupils with 
special educational needs are provided with 
specialist support and may receive in-class 
assistance for some lessons or ‘one-to-
one’ tuition while based in our Learning 
Resource Centre.

“Students with learning difficulties and/or disabilities make good 
progress because of the excellent support they receive.” 

Ofsted

“Students are happy, reach high standards and make good 
progress.” 

Ofsted
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Our school motto dates back to the 1930s 
and as a statement of intent it is quite 
profound. The Latin version is ‘Sapientia 
Ianua Vitae’ which translated, means 
‘Wisdom is the gateway to life’.

We all know that wisdom is different to 
knowledge and knowledge alone does not 
make someone wise. At Wirral Grammar 
School, we believe that the sum total of 
all of the experiences we offer help us 
to prepare our pupils to make informed, 
wise decisions in later life. Our definition of 
wisdom is:

“The ability to make reasoned 
judgements, informed through knowledge, 
understanding, sound values and 
experiences”.

OUR SCHOOL MOTTO

“The Leadership 
opportunities that my son 
has experienced have 
enabled him to grow in 
confidence” 

Year 13 Parent

“The range of opportunities 
available at the school have 
contributed greatly to my 
son’s education. We have 
particularly appreciated the 
opportunities in both music 
and overseas visits” 

Year 11 Parent
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A Business and Enterprise School for Boys

“We feel well informed and as such, feel very 
positive about our son’s future prospects” 

Year 10 Parent 

7

A Business and Enterprise School for Boys
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At the heart of Wirral Grammar School for 
Boys are the following core aims:

• To provide a happy, safe and caring 
environment.

 Staff and students are all members 
of our school community and 
conduct themselves with courtesy 
and consideration.  We set very 
high standards of behaviour and 
appearance.  The school has a caring 
and supportive ethos to which all are 
expected to contribute.

• To develop each individual’s 
potential to the full.

 School life has to be about more than 
high academic achievement.  A rich 
and varied extra-curricular programme 
complements the formal curriculum 
so as to enable each boy to develop 
breadth of interests.

• To enable each student to gain 
the highest possible standard of 
academic achievement.

 We develop in students the ability to 
learn in the self-disciplined, independent 
and flexible manner today’s world 
demands.  High expectations and 
excellent teaching by well qualified, 
specialist staff, enable them to develop 
lively, enquiring and creative minds.

• To provide an education that is 
broad and balanced and relevant to 
the demands of an ever-changing 
technological society.

 Our choice of specialist status as 
a Business and Enterprise school 
underlines our commitment to provide 
each boy with the skills and aptitude 
required in today’s professional work 
place.  Society is ever changing and 
our students will be at the forefront of 
managing and leading change in all 
walks of life.

• To provide an effective and 
purposeful partnership between the 
school, parents and the community.

 Our sense of community is our strength.  
All members, students, parents, staff 
and governors have a combined role to 
play in supporting achievement.

OUR SCHOOL AIMS

“Students’ entrepreneurial flair, demonstrable leadership qualities and team 
working skills bode well for their future economic well-being.” 

Ofsted
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A Business and Enterprise School for Boys

Our curriculum is the total of all that we 
provide and our pupils therefore experience. 
In the broadest sense, our curriculum 
therefore includes:

• The subjects taught and classroom 
experience

• Super-curricular experiences which 
are intended to broaden and deepen 
subject knowledge

• Extra-curricular experiences which are 
intended to widen our pupils’ horizons, 
provide breadth of opportunity, deepen 
their personal development and help to 
build confidence and resilience

Our aim is to encourage all pupils to 
succeed in all aspects of the curriculum. 

All boys have access to a wide range of 
subjects. At GCSE, all boys follow ‘core 
subjects’ in English, Mathematics, Science 
(Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate 
subjects), Physical Education, Personal 
Health and Social Education (including 
Careers Education, Citizenship, Religious 
Studies, Personal Finance, Skills for Life and 
Cookery), French or Spanish and History or 
Geography.

Boys are able to select their ‘option 
subjects’ from: Art, History, Geography, 
Geology, French, Spanish, Music, 
Business Studies, Religious Education, 
Product Design, Computing or Information 
Technology and Physical Education.

A FOCUS ON ENTERPRISE

“The business and enterprise 
specialism flows through 
all aspects of school life. 
Management of the 
specialism is innovative and 
visionary.” 

Ofsted

OUR CURRICULUM

“Students feel safe, secure 
and valued. Consequently, 
they develop in confidence, 
maturity and self-esteem. 
They are well integrated 
with consultative processes 
that evaluate provision and 
contribute to the school’s 
decision making.”  

Ofsted

We have a particular focus on Enterprise 
which means that we build into curriculum 
those kinds of experiences that are 
important in building essential work place 
skills.

During his school career, your son will be 
able to take part in a wide range of activities 
of an enterprising nature: charity fundraising, 
small business organisation, team building 
and problem solving activities including 
experiences that are developed in an 
outdoor context through residential visits.

Our boys are encouraged to ‘take a lead’ 
in all aspects of school life. Pupils run 
and manage their own House Councils 
and School Council. They lead on charity 
fundraising, peer support, anti-bullying and 
a whole host of sporting activities. Each 

year, all pupils are involved in choosing the 
focus for charity fundraising and through 
their enterprising activities, they typically 
raise between £12,000 and £15,000 each 
year.

“Enterprise . . .   the desire to keep moving; 
to accomplish new things for our own 
benefit or the benefit of others”  
(John Stuart Mill – Philosopher)
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A hallmark of our school is the provision 
we make for sport, music and an extensive 
range of extra-curricular opportunities.  
There are orchestras, choirs, ensembles, 
concerts, musicals and plays.  Our annual 
School Production involves many boys 
both on stage and behind the scenes; the 
standards are superb.   Over one third of 
our boys are involved in music tuition; an 
impressive number by any standard.  We 
employ the services of 16 peripatetic music 
teachers, providing lessons throughout the 
school day, including lunchtimes and after 
school.  In sport there are regular fixtures 
at local and national level against other 
schools for all age groups in the major team 
and individual sports (rugby, cricket, hockey, 
athletics, cross country, orienteering).  Other 
sports played to a high standard include 
basketball, golf, volleyball and handball.  We 
have a thriving Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
scheme involving large number of boys 
taking part at Bronze, Silver and Gold levels; 
expeditions take place in North Wales.  

We make a wide range of visits available 
to our pupils.  Every subject area offers 
enrichment activities of some kind.  Day 
visits are arranged to support specific 
curriculum activities.  Our boys take 
part and succeed in a wide range of 
competitions at local, regional and national 
levels.  We provide a rich variety of 
residential opportunities.  All boys have the 
opportunity to take part in outdoor activity 
courses involving whole year groups in 
Years 8 and 9.  Sports and music tours take 
place overseas each year.  Boys are able to 
take part in ski trips and language visits.

Charity fund-raising is a strength of our 
school.  Pupils select a School Charity 
each year and they engage in a variety 
of enterprising schemes to raise funds 
to support it.  They typically raise well in 
excess of £12,000 each year.

Our House System is an important 
feature of school life and is part of a long 
established tradition dating back to the 
1930s.  Boys are placed in one of four 
Houses and each is a member of a small 
‘House Group’ consisting of boys from each 
year group.   A spirit of House competition 
promotes a wide range of enrichment 
activities:  music, sport, enterprise, charity 
fundraising and service to the school. Each 
year all boys in each of the four Houses are 
able to take part in elections for their choice 
of House Captain.

If academic success is the heart of a 
school, extra-curricular enrichment is its 
soul.  We encourage all boys to become 
actively engaged in the wider life of the 
school as this helps to build confidence and 
broaden horizons.

OUTSTANDING ENRICHMENT OPPORTUNITIES

“The facilities at the school 
are superb, quite different 
to those we had during 
the war.  You must be very 
proud when speaking to new 
parents when you show them 
all the school has to offer.  
My visit brought back many 
happy memories of my time 
at the school.”  

Former ‘old boy’ of the school

“Students’ spiritual, moral, 
social, and cultural 
development is a substantial 
strength of the school and 
contributes strongly to its 
distinctive ethos.” 

Ofsted

“The extra-curricular activities 
are the jewel in the school’s 
crown: they contribute 
enormously to students’ 
personal development and 
well-being.” 

Ofsted
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A Business and Enterprise School for Boys

Our school is an Independent State School; 
this means that we operate with a higher 
degree of independence than many other 
state schools.  All staff are employed by 
the school.  We make our own decisions 
on key matters relating to finance, staffing, 
curriculum provision and admissions.  Like 
all schools, with the exception of private 
institutions, we are subject to the usual 
scrutiny in terms of standards of education; 
in this we excel.  

An example of how we are able to make our 
own decisions in the best interests of our 
pupils, is our decision to sell some surplus 
land to generate in excess of half a million 
pounds to invest is new resources.  We 
feel that as an Academy we can tailor our 
provision to meet the needs and interests of 
our school community.

AN INDEPENDENT STATE SCHOOL

“Pupils have such a wonderful opportunity to help them aspire to 
whatever ambitions they have for their future.” 

Parent

Students are very well motivated, keen to achieve well and take 
pride in their work.” 

Ofsted

“We feel our son has been very well supported with his learning 
and emotional needs.” 

Year 7 Parent 

“Excellent care, guidance and support ensure that students 
achieve well. All necessary procedures for child protection and 
health and safety are firmly in place.” 

Ofsted
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Standards of achievement are very high.  
From the day he starts with us each boy is 
encouraged to fulfil his potential. Most of 
our boys choose to stay on into our Sixth 
Form and are joined by students from other 
institutions.  The vast majority, in excess 
of 85% of students, gain their first choice 
of University and course.  A growing area 
of interest is in routes from school onto 
high level apprenticeships where degree 
courses are paid by the sponsor company. 
In recent years, students have gained 
apprenticeship places with companies such 
as KPMG, Jaguar Landrover, Rolls Royce, 
Ministry of Defence, Unilever, Airbus, Essar.  
We have established excellent links with 
apprenticeship providers.

HIGH EXPECTATIONS AND OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT

“By the end of Key Stage 4 students achieve well and reach 
exceptionally high standards.” 

Ofsted

“Students’ personal development is outstanding. Students have 
a passion for learning; their behaviour is exemplary and their 
attendance, already well above national averages, continues to 
rise.” 

Ofsted

“Classroom relationships are excellent because teachers have 
high expectations of what students can do and students respect 
teachers’ expert subject knowledge.” 

Ofsted
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A distinctive feature of Wirral Grammar 
School is the strength of partnership that 
exists between school and home.  Parents 
expect not only to be fully informed about 
the progress their son is making, but also 
involved as supportive partners in their son’s 
education.  Along with the termly progress 
reports, annual written report and annual 
parents’ evening, all parents are provided 
with a Key Stage Curriculum Guide; this 
provides parents with information about 
each subject detailing topics taught, how 
pupils are assessed, the type of homework 
that they are likely to receive and how 
parents can provide support.  All parents 
are provided with clear information relating 
to their son’s progress against expected 
targets.  Parents are welcome to contact us 
at any time if they have any concerns.

We have a flourishing Parents’ Association.  
Funds raised are invaluable in providing 
extra resources and opportunities for our 
boys.  Mini-buses, ICT equipment, music 
resources and recreational resources are 
just some of the ways in which PA funds 
have been utilised.  The PA is also a 
valuable forum for parents and teachers to 
meet informally.

PARENTS AND PARTNERSHIP

“Thank you so much for 
all your support.  I can’t 
speak highly enough of 
the staff and school.” 

Year 11 Parent

We aim to keep our school literature up-to-date.  Opportunities available to the pupils are constantly 
developing and the information contained here was accurate at the time that it was published.  Our 
brochure is up-dated every two years and our Parent Handbook every year.  

The quotations that feature here have been taken from the school’s most recent Ofsted report and 
Parent Surveys.

A Business and Enterprise School for Boys



WIRRAL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

14

Our facilities are excellent and are 
continually being developed and improved.  
New teaching facilities have been added 
in recent years, ensuring that there is 
specialist provision in every curriculum 
area.  Within the last decade, significant 
investment has transformed our school 
facilities providing new science laboratories, 
ICT rooms, specialist Music rooms, 
classrooms for Mathematics and Business 
Studies teaching, a Learning Resource 
Centre, provision for the teaching of Food 
& Cookery and Art Studios.  ICT provision 
extends to every area of the school with 
interactive teaching technology available 
for individual classrooms.  WiFi access 
is available throughout the school and 
increasingly, boys are bringing their own 
laptops and tablets to school to take 
advantage of this facility.   

Our Sixth Form students have their own 
study areas equipped with ICT access for 
independent study.   All boys have their own 
email account and increasing use is being 
made of ‘on-line’ resources. Homework is 
set on-line so that boys have a clear record 
of what has been set and parents are able 
to log in through a parent portal. Emerging 
new technology is providing new and 
exciting ways in which to provide challenge 
and enrichment.

At Wirral Grammar School, while times 
change; our values do not. Core values of 
respect, cooperation, courtesy, fairness, 
honesty, kindness and compassion, have 
long been a hallmark of our school.

INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

“The governing body has been vigorous in supporting initiatives 
to raise additional funding for the outstanding new learning and 
social facilities. This has had a major impact on the quality of 
students’ experience at the school.” 

Ofsted

“The school climate is one of harmony and fellowship. Relationships 
and attitudes are characterised by mutual respect and sensitivity.” 

Ofsted

FIND OUT MORE... 
To find out more about life at Wirral Grammar 
School, please visit our website: 
www.wirralgrammarboys.com
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A Business and Enterprise School for Boys

The school ensures that students’ personal development is 
outstanding and the quality of pastoral care and support for 
careers and higher education is excellent.” 

Ofsted

A Business and Enterprise School for Boys
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