
Business at Wirral Grammar 
The desire to keep moving, to be trying to accomplish new things for our own benefit 
or that of others’. John Stuart Mill 

Ms J Kennah 
Head of Business 

Welcome to the Business Studies Department. 
The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 4 (Business Studies GCSE) 
and A Level 

  
KEY STAGE 4: GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES 
Name of subject:                              Business 
Examination Board and Syllabus:  WJEC (Eduqas) 
Specification name and number:     WJEC Eduqas GCSE: Business C510QS 
Web link:  https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/business-gcse/#tab_overview 

  

The subject is assessed in the following ways: 

  

The aim of this course is to develop a thorough knowledge and understanding of the way in 
which businesses operate, including an appreciation of the wider environment in which they 
exist. 

  

Areas covered include: 
• Business Activity 
• Influences on Business 
• Business Operations 
• Finance 
• Marketing 
• Human Resources 

  

The course is assessed by two final written examinations: 

  
Component 1: Business Dynamics (2 hours) 62.5% of qualification. 

                          A mix of short answer questions based on stimulus material covering all the 

                          specification content 

  
Component 2: Business Considerations (1 ½ hours) 37.5% of qualification. 

                          Data response questions covering all the specification content. 

  

These examinations take place at the end of Year 11. 

  

More specifically: 



• Business aims and objectives 
• Legal structure of business 
• Factors of production 
• Primary, secondary and tertiary activity 
• Location of Industry 
• Government and EU Influences on business 
• Technological and environmental influences on business 
• Human resources including; communication, recruitment, selection, training, 

negotiation and motivation 
• Accounting and finance including: internal and external sources of finance, 

budgets and forecasts, costs and break-even as well as the final accounts of a 
business a ratio analysis 

• Marketing including: product, price, place and promotion 
• Production including: methods of production and economies/diseconomies of 

scale 
  

Students will have the opportunity to go on at least one industrial visit to give them an insight 
in to how real businesses operate. Teaching techniques include the use of group activities, 
role play and student presentations. 

  

In Year 10, students have the opportunity to get involved in various activities including: 

  

Mini-enterprise            -           starting a small business 

Student Investor          -           share dealing competition 

  

The course provides an excellent insight in to the world of work and provides a good basis for 
study of this subject and other related subjects, such as Economics, at a higher level. 

In summary, this course will appeal to those students who: 
• Have an interest in how a business operates 
• Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their own lives and experiences 
• Would like to do a subject that offers opportunities for a career in business 
• Would like to learn how to make business decisions and solve business problems 
• Want to keep their options open – business studies can be a useful choice for a 

wide range of careers and can be combined with a wide range of subjects. 
  

  
A LEVEL BUSINESS STUDIES: Examination Board: AQA 

The department has decided to build on the success of recent years and continue its 
association with the Assessment and Qualifications Alliance. As a result, we are confident 
that we can carry on building upon our considerable success in public examinations. 

  
Subject content 

1. What is business? 
2. Managers, leadership and decision making 
3. Decision making to improve marketing performance 
4. Decision making to improve operational performance 
5. Decision making to improve financial performance 



6. Decision making to improve human resource performance 
7. Analysing the strategic position of a business (A-level only) 
8. Choosing strategic direction (A-level only) 
9. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies (A-level only) 
10. Managing strategic change (A-level only) 

  
How will I be assessed? 
A Level Business                                                                Questions 

Paper 1 (1-10 above) 
Written exam: 2 hours 
100 marks in total 
33.33% of A-level weighting 

Section A has 15 multiple choice questions worth 15 marks 
Section B has short answer questions worth 35 marks 
Section C has two essay questions (choice of one from two) 
each worth 25 marks. 

Paper 2 (1-10 above) 
Written exam: 2 hour 
100 marks in total 
33.3% of a-level weighting 

Three data response compulsory questions worth 
approximately 33 marks each and made up of three or four 
part questions 

Paper 3 (1-10 above) 
Written exam: 2 hour 
100 marks in total 
33.3% a-level weighting 

One compulsory case study followed with approximately 6 
questions 

  
  
Future Opportunities 

The courses will give an excellent foundation for further study of Business and Management in 
Higher Education.  The material, having a strong empirical bias, will provide a useful 
background for any candidate wishing to pursue a career in business. At the last count there 
were over 1800 Business or Business related courses  offered at UK universities. 

  
Is there anything else I should know? 

As part of the course we run field trips to Lancaster University Management School, A-level 
Business Conference in Manchester and the BASE Business Challenge (ICAEW). This gives the 
opportunity for students to see ideas being put into practice. 

  
A LEVEL ECONOMICS: Examination Board: EDEXCEL 

Economics is about how people behave in the ordinary business of their lives and how they 
make decisions about employment and purchases both as employers and employees. It is 
not necessary for students to have any prior knowledge of either Economics or Business 
before starting this course. The course is equally suited to those who wish to study Economics 
or related subjects at University and provides a worthwhile foundation in the subject for those 
with other higher education interests. Economics will be of interest to those students 
interested in analysis in a wide range of topical issues in current affairs ranging from 
unemployment, inflation, globalisation, and the problems of less developed countries and 
European integration. The course is very much designed to give students an economic 
understanding of real world events and current affairs. 

  
Course Content 
YEAR 1 
Theme 1 
Markets, consumers and firms 

Scarcity, choice and potential conflicts, enterprise, business and the 
economy, introducing the market, the role of credit in the economy, 
market failure and government intervention, revenue, costs, profits and 
cash. 



Theme 2 
The wider economic 
environment 

Business growth and competitive advantage, firms, consumers and 
elasticity of demand, productive efficiency, life in a global economy, 
the economic cycle, introduction to macroeconomic policy. 

YEAR  2 
Theme 3 
The global economy (this 
theme develops the concepts 
introduced in Theme 2) 

Globalisation, economic factors in business expansion, impact of 
globalisation on global companies, impact of globalisation on local and 
national economies, global labour markets, inequality and redistribution. 

Theme 4 
Global business (this theme 
develops the concepts 
introduced in Theme 1) 

Competition and market power, market power and market failure, 
market failure across the economy, macroeconomic policies and 
impact on firms and individuals, risk and the financial sector. 

  
  

How will I be assessed? 
Assessment is at the end of the two year course. 

  
Future Opportunities 

The broad and multi-disciplinary nature of Economics, and its application to a wide range of 
current issues that call upon students to demonstrate the transferability of their knowledge, 
understanding and skills, makes it an ideal vehicle to assist candidates in developing their 
knowledge and understanding of key skills and to produce evidence of their application. 
Every module includes opportunities to develop all key skill areas, both hard and soft. At the 
last count there were over 1500 Economics or Economics related degree courses being 
offered at University. 

  
Is there anything else I should know? 

The courses will provide a smooth transition from GCSE and will give an excellent foundation 
for further study of Economics or Business and Management in Higher Education. The 
material, having a strong empirical bias, will provide a useful background for any candidate 
wishing to pursue a career in business and finance. In addition, there will be an opportunity 
to be part of the Wirral Grammar School for Boys Entrepreneurial Society. Currently, as part of 
the course we run field trips to Lancaster University Management School, A-level Economics 
Conference in Manchester and the BASE Business Challenge (ICAEW) this gives the 
opportunity for students to see ideas being put into practice. 

Finally, given the quantitative nature of the course coupled with the requirement to write a 
number of detailed essay’s, it is essential that pupils attain a minimum Grade 6 in either 

A-level Economics - assessed at the end of Year 13 
Paper Type of assessment Duration Weighting 
Paper 1 Examination on Themes 1 & 4 – Markets and how they 

work. Data response questions and two extended open 
response questions. 

2 hours 
100 marks 

35% of 
A Level 

Paper 2 Examination on Themes 2 & 3 – Competing in the global 
economy. Data response questions and two extended 
open response questions. 

2 hours 
100 marks 

35% of 
A Level 

Paper 3 Examination on Themes 1-4 (synoptic paper), based on a 
pre-released case study – The economic environment 
and business.  Data response questions and two 
extended open response questions. 

2 hours 
100 marks 

30% of 
A Level 



English Language or Literature and a minimum Grade 6 in Mathematics in their respective 
GCSE’s. 
 


