
English at Wirral Grammar 
  

"A feature of English that makes it different compared with all other 
languages is its global spread" 
                                                                                                                
  

Mrs G Abernethy 
Head of English 

Welcome to the English Department. 
The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8), Key 
Stage 4 (GCSE) and A Level. 

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 7 

The course is structured around 4-6 week long units of work. During the units, pupils will 
practise a number of key skills appropriate to their age such as: writing in a variety of forms 
for audiences and purposes, critical reading of both fiction and non-fiction and speaking 
and listening skills. 

  
Throughout the units, there is a strong emphasis on the mechanics of language. Literature is 
taught as an integral part of the units. The units currently taught are a selection from the 
following themed topics: Cultural Poetry, A Monster Calls, Detective Fiction, Gothic Creative 
Writing, Non Fictions texts – crime and punishment and Frankenstein The Play. 

  

Mastery of analysis skills is prioritised in this year in particular analysis of language in fiction 
and non-fiction texts. Pupils will need to be able to use appropriate terminology, support 
answers with relevant quotations and summarise texts. 

  
Methods of assessment will include: 

At the beginning of the year, boys will sit a comprehensive reading and spelling test to 
ascertain their reading and writing ages. 

  

There is a formal assessment of all key pieces from each unit. Each half term, pupils will 
complete work which assesses their English Language and Literature skills which are reported 
in their interim grade reports. Following each key piece, pupils receive written feedback 
which includes a personalised target. This is complemented by a wider range of informal 
assessment including additional teacher assessment as well as peer and self-assessment. 
Pupils are taught to be far more critical of their own written and spoken work and are 
encouraged to evaluate work through a close examination of the various Assessment Foci.  

  

Work will be marked using a 9-1 grades and the criteria for each grade has been set by the 
department. Boys must consistently apply high levels of accuracy in spelling, punctuation 
and grammar as well as mastering the Key Stage 3 core skills to maintain progress throughout 
the year. There is an assessment point at the end of each unit of work. 

  



The summer examination will consist of a piece of creative writing (Language) and a poetry 
analysis (Literature) 

  

The end of year mark will take into account the achievement of boys across the year as well 
as their final examination mark. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

1. The 200 word challenge booklet 
2. Classwork completion/extension 
3. Assessment preparation 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Encourage your son to talk about the things he is enjoying or finding difficult.  When he is 
preparing a written key piece please ask him to read it aloud to you as that will often enable 
him to identify his own mistakes.  Please do not correct it for him but encourage him to proof 
read and evaluate his own work. It is imperative that boys can achieve success both during 
extended guided reading and writing sessions and in examination conditions and thus the 
more practice they gain of extended the writing the more proficient they will become. 

  

Reading a range of fiction and non-fiction is always advantageous, even reading the sports 
section of the newspaper is beneficial (Reading lists are available from the LRC). A reading 
reward system is in place to enable pupils to gain credit for their wider reading at home. 

  
Literacy: We set high expectations in relation to spelling, grammar and punctuation. It is 
imperative pupils reflect high levels of competence in this area as it is a key factor in limiting 
achievement at Key Stage 3 as highlighted in the Grade 9-1 mark criteria. If your son 
consistently struggling with an aspect of his literacy, there is a wealth of materials and work 
sheets available on the school Sharepoint and/or School Website to support these needs. By 
completing extra work to address these areas of weakness, he can also gain 
commendations from his English teacher. 

  

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 8 

The course is structured around 4-6 week long units of work.  During the units, pupils will 
practise a number of key skills appropriate to their age such as: writing in a variety of forms 
for audiences and purposes, critical reading of both fiction and non-fiction and speaking 
and listening skills. Each half- term they are explicitly assessed in both English language and 
Literature skills to master key skills in preparation for their GCSE.  

  

Throughout the units, there is a strong emphasis on the mechanics of language.   

  
Literature is taught as an integral part of the units. The units currently taught are a selection 
from the following themed ‘Heroes and Villains’ topics – Henry V, Animal Farm, Political 
rhetoric/persuasive speeches, The Woman in Black 

  



Mastery of close analysis skills is prioritised in this year in particular analysis of language in 
fiction and non-fiction texts. Pupils will need to be able to use appropriate terminology, 
support answers with relevant quotations, comment on the structural effects of texts and 
summarise texts. Each pupil will be given an anthology or short stories and extracts from texts 
to read and practise these skills at home some of which will be used in class and assessments 
whilst others will be purely for practise. 

  
Methods of assessment will include: 

There is a formal assessment of all key pieces from each unit.  Pupils receive written feedback 
which includes a personalised target.  This is complemented by a wider range of informal 
assessment including additional teacher assessment as well as peer and self-
assessment.  Pupils are taught to be far more critical of their own written and spoken work 
and are encouraged to evaluate work through a close examination of the various 
Assessment Foci.  Work will be marked using a 9-1 grades criteria (criteria as set out by the 
department). Boys must consistently apply high levels of accuracy in spelling, punctuation 
and grammar as well as mastering the Key Stage 3 core skills to maintain progress throughout 
the year. 

  

Each pupil will be assessed at the end of each unit of work and given a grade between 9 
and 1 as well as targeted feedback. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

Throughout the year, pupils complete preparation for spoken tasks, research, reading, written 
tasks, critical thinking and basic spelling.  At this stage, we would expect extended pieces of 
writing to be approximately 700 – 900 words long although we would always encourage able 
writers to go beyond these parameters. In preparation for tests and end of term and year 
assessments, pupils are expected to practise the skills that they have learnt.  

  
You can assistant your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Encourage your son to talk about the things he is enjoying or finding difficult. When he is 
preparing a written key piece please ask him to read it aloud to you as that will often enable 
him to identify his own mistakes.  Please do not correct it for him but encourage him to proof 
read and evaluate his own work.  Reading a range of fiction and non-fiction is always 
advantageous, even reading the sports section of the newspaper is beneficial.  

  
KEY STAGE 4 GCSE 
Name of subject:                               GCSE English Language & Literature 
Examination Board and Syllabus:  AQA 
Specification Name and Number:  English Language (8700) English Literature (8702) 
Web link http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse 

  
English Language Year 9 

In Year 9, pupils are taught in mixed ability groups. This year is used as a foundation for their 
AQA GCSE course and, as such, will involve them exploring language at a higher level. 

  
Your son will be studying the following topics/themes in English this year: 



The course is structured around 6-8 week long units of work.  During the units, pupils will 
practise a number of key skills appropriate to their age such as: writing in a variety of forms 
for audiences and purposes, critical reading of both fiction and non-fiction and speaking 
and listening skills.  There are two main focus areas which help develop skills for their GCSE 
Literature and Language course: 

  
English Language: 

Pupils will continue to develop their English Language skills mastered at Key Stage 3 by 
focusing on extended critical analysis of fiction and non-fiction texts. To assess these skills, 
they complete GCSE exam style assessments in time for various data points. 

  
English Literature: 

Pupils will develop their English Literature skills by beginning to study texts on the AQA GCSE 
Literature specification including a first look at ‘Macbeth’ and a small selection of poetry. In 
addition, we also aim to expand their literary analysis skills beyond the GCSE course through 
the study of a modern novel. We hope this will help them prepare for the rigours of the GCSE 
Literature exams in Year 11. 

  
The subject is assessed in the following ways: 

Class based assessments will follow each unit of work. 

  
Summer Examination 

All pupils will sit an internal GCSE style English Language Paper 1 & Literature ‘Macbeth’ essay 
question to assess their skills in comprehension/ descriptive/ narrative writing in May/June 
2021. 

  
Further methods of assessment will include: 

Pupils will receive written feedback using the 9-1 GCSE grade criteria and Assessment 
Objectives. All assessment feedback should include a personalised target which will be 
identified in written comments or on marking assessment sheets. This is complemented by a 
wider range of informal assessment including additional teacher assessment as well as peer 
and self-assessment.  Pupils are taught to be far more critical of their own written and spoken 
work and are encouraged to evaluate work through a close examination of the various 
Assessment Foci.  Their end of year 9-1 grade, which is reported in the summer term, will be 
taken from an average of their written work across these assessments. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

Homework will be relevant and reflective of the work being covered in class.  There will be an 
emphasis on the use of evaluative arguments and creative writing. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Encourage your son to talk about the things he is enjoying or finding difficult. When he is 
preparing a written key piece please ask him to read it aloud to you as that will often enable 
him to identify his own mistakes.  Please do not correct it for him but encourage him to proof 
read and evaluate his own work.  Reading a range of fiction and non-fiction is always 



advantageous, even reading the sports section of the newspaper is beneficial.  There are 
numerous study guides available for the Shakespeare unit and although some can be quite 
useful, we would prefer him always to ask for help from his teacher if he is ever confused 
about anything. 

  
English Language Year 10 and beyond 

There are two exams for English Language: 

  
Name of subject:                               GCSE English Language 
Examination Board and Syllabus:  AQA 
Specification Name and Number:  GCSE English 8700 
Web link: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700   

  
Examination:  There are two exams for English Language 
Paper 1 (50% total GCSE) 1 hour 45 minutes.  This exam is split into 2 sections: 

In this section of the exam they will be asked to respond to an unseen extract from a novel or 
short story and answer detailed questions outlining their understanding of the style in which it 
is written and exploring the language and structural choices made by the writer. They will be 
asked four questions on this section: 

• 1 short form question (1 X 4 marks) 
• 2 longer form questions (2 x 8 marks) 
• 1 extended question (1X 20 marks) 

  
Section 2: Writing 

Students will be asked to write a story or description using their creative writing skills. The topic 
will be linked to the fiction they have responded to in the reading section of the paper. In this 
section their accuracy of written English is worth approximately 40% of their grade and their 
general content is worth approximately 60% of the mark available.  
Paper 2 (50% of total GCSE) 1 hour and 45 minutes.  This exam is split into 2 sections: 

  
Section 1: Reading 

In this section of the exam, they will be asked to read a non-fiction text which is usually from a 
magazine, autobiography, travel writing, newspaper, leaflet, and a fiction text, usually an 
extract from a short story, or novel. Both texts will be linked thematically and will be from two 
different time periods i.e. 19th century and either the 20th and 21st century. Pupils answer 
detailed questions outlining their understanding of the style in which the texts are written and 
the language and structural choices made by the writer. There will four questions on this 
section: 

• 1 short form question (1 X 4 marks) 
• 2 longer form questions (1 x 8 marks/1 X12 marks)) 
• 1 extended question (1X 16 marks) 

  
Section 2: Writing 

Students will be asked to write one non-fiction piece of writing which is usually an 
argumentative piece written in the form of a letter, magazine or newspaper article. In this 
section, their technical accuracy of written English is worth approximately 40% of their grade 
and their general content is worth approximately 60% of the mark available.  

  
Speaking & Listening (0%) 



Pupils will complete 3 Spoken English tasks which will be assessed by their teachers. 
1. Group-work task 
2. Individual task 
3. Pair-work task 

  

This will be assessed as a separate assessment alongside their GCSE (but will not contribute 
towards their final GCSE grade) in which they will gain recognition of their communication 
skills which can be used on application forms in the future. Note two of these pieces will have 
been completed in Year 9 as part of their Functional Skills Course. All pupils must complete 
this component to validate their completion of the English Language qualification. 

  
NB: There is no written coursework 

  
Timing of assessment over the two year course: 

Both English Language Examinations (Paper 1 & Paper 2) will be taken by all pupils in the 
summer term of Year 11.  Mock interim tests will be sat in the Autumn and Spring terms of 
Year 10 to assess individual students progress. These grades using 9-1 grade criteria will be 
reported in interim grades sent home to parents. 

  
Further Support 

Extra support sessions for Year 10 are available on a Monday Lunchtime in EN6 from January 
to May. In addition, students identified at the end of Year 10 as requiring extra support will be 
invited to targeted intervention morning sessions in Year 11 

  
A LEVEL ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Examination Board: AQA 

English Language is an enjoyable, varied A Level which builds on writing and critical reading 
skills developed at GCSE to encourage pupils to consider how language is used in a wide 
variety of spoken and written modes. Through analysis of stereotypes associated with accent 
and dialects; cultural, social and occupational diversity and linguistic development 
throughout history and child language acquisition, students will gain skills to develop their 
linguistic awareness through critical analysis in addition to their written and oral 
communication skills. 

  
Paper 1 Language, the Individual & Society (2.5 hours) (40% of A Level) 
This paper is split into two section incorporating 2 questions in total 
Section A Pupils are asked to consider how writers and speakers use language for different 

audiences and purposes through exploration of texts from a range of genres, times and 
places.  Pupils will be asked to use their critical reading skills to compare and contrast 
texts and consider linguistic patterns. 

Section B Pupils explore how children develop their spoken and written literacy through 
consideration of relevant theory and exploration of real data. 

Paper 2  Language Diversity & Change (2.5 hours) (40% of A Level) 
The paper is split into two sections incorporating 2 questions in total. 
Section 1 Pupils will be asked how different social and occupational groups, genders and 

ethnicity groups use language differently. Pupils will also consider differing attitudes to 
various accents and dialects both nationally and globally.  Students will also work with 
a range of sources from varying modes and eras to consider changes in the English 
Language from 1600 to the present day. Questions will ask students to explore 



contemporary opinions and views of language through exploration of how language 
has changed and how it is used by different groups of people. These questions will 
involve pupils using their analytical writing skills and knowledge to develop clear 
arguments in consideration of the views presented. 

Section 2 Pupils written skills will be assessed. This question will require students to use the issues 
posed in Section A of the examination to craft a non-fiction article on a linguistic topic 
to a non-specialist audience. 

Coursework:  Linguistic Investigation & Original Writing (Coursework) (20% of A Level) 
The coursework includes two separate mini projects. 
Piece 1 This is a piece of original writing based on the style of an established writer/journalist 

and written for a specific audience and purpose. Pupils select their own style from story 
writing, journalism, scripts, reviews etc (1500 words).  

Piece 2 This is an individual linguistic investigation into an aspect of the course students have 
found interesting, using their own data to produce a research project on a selected 
area. Previous projects have included: the language of serial killers; the language of 
online gaming; how politicians manipulate the electorate; motivational sports 
speeches etc (2000 words). 

  
Future Opportunities 

A Level Language is a course which will be enjoyed by all those who can formulate original 
ideas and articulate them in a mature analytical manner.  English Language combines well 
with all subjects at A Level and gives excellent preparation for university courses in Business 
Studies, Humanities, Languages, Law. Students who pursue English Language at degree level 
have gone onto careers in marketing and advertising, criminal profiling, political research 
and administration, journalism. 

  

  
A LEVEL ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Examination Board: AQA Spec B 

English Literature encourages students to develop their interest in and enjoyment of literature 
through reading widely, critically and independently.  Close study is made of a number of 
literary works from the genres of poetry, prose and drama, written from 1300 to the present 
day.  The aim of the course is to present a discipline that is humane, historically aware and 
communicative. 

  
Course Outline 

We offer English Literature as a full A level option using the AQA English Literature 
Specification B. The A level course is of 2 years duration, based on a combination of 
coursework and terminal examinations. These consist of: 

  
Paper 1 Literary Genres (2.5 hours) 

Aspects of Tragedy or Comedy, based on a Shakespeare text, another drama text and one 
further text, one of which must have been written pre-1900. 

  
Paper 2 Texts and Genres (3 hours) 

Elements of Crime Writing or Political and Social Protest Writing, based on one prose text 
written after 2000, one poetry text and one other text, one of which must have been written 
pre-1900 



  
Coursework:  Theory and Independence 

Two coursework essays, one of which must be on a prose text, the other on a poetry text, 
both responding to different aspects of an AQA Critical Anthology of approaches to literary 
criticism. 

This course will be enjoyed by all those who can formulate original ideas and articulate them 
in a mature analytical manner.  English Literature combines well with all subjects and gives 
excellent preparation for university courses in Business Studies, Humanities, Languages, Law. 

  

  
 


