
Geography at Wirral Grammar 
Welcome to Geography.... 
 
"Geography explains the past, illuminates the present and prepares us 
for the future. What could be more important than that?" - Michael 
Palin 2007 
  

Mrs H Parry 
Head of Geography 

Welcome to the Geography Department. 
The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8), Key 
Stage 4 (GCSE) and A Level. 

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 7 

Your son will be studying from a range of the topics/themes below: 

  
Making Connections 

To include a consideration of the political divisions of the country and key physical 
features. The UK’s place in the world. Locating continents, European countries, rivers and the 
physical environment 

  
Africa 

To investigate the physical characteristics of Africa as a continent, including an overview of 
the rainforest in the DRC. To discover further the varying levels of development in Africa. 
Students will also look at the impacts into both urbanisation and water security. 

  
Map Skills 

To include map skills, grid references, compass directions, contour lines, latitude and 
longitude.  An introduction to simple enquiry procedures. 

  
Rivers and Flooding 

To include the water cycle, drainage basin and river processes (weathering, erosion transport 
and deposition). A study of associated landforms including a waterfall, meander and oxbow 
lake. To discover the causes, consequences and solutions of flooding. Students will be able to 
construct and analyse storm hydrographs and understand factors that influence the shape 
of them. 

  
Environmental Challenges 

Introduction to a range of environmental issues, impacts and sustainable management. 
Including global warming, renewable energy, overfishing. 

  

  
Methods of assessment will include: 



Key word and meaning tests for each topic 
Autumn Term: 

Spelling and definition tests for Connections and Africa. A grade marked assessment will be 
completed at the end of each topic. 
Spring Term: 

Spelling and definition tests for Map skills and Rivers. A grade marked assessment will be 
completed at the end of each topic. 
Summer Term: 

Spelling and definition test for Flooding and Environmental Issues. A summer examination will 
incorporate all topics covered in the Autumn and Spring term and questions on flooding. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

A twenty-minute homework task is set fortnightly to develop personal study skills. This will take 
the form of making notes, drawing diagrams, completing exercises and revision. Often some 
additional research will be expected, although most of the work will focus on the core work 
competed in class.  Longer homeworks will be set over approximately a two-week period. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Your son may need help organising his notes and over the presentation of his illustrations.  

Internet searches will require guidance to select appropriate geographical 
material.  Assistance in 

drafting out project work in rough initially is to be encouraged, accompanied by careful 
interpretation of the published guidance documents and mark schemes for such reports. 

  

Geography is a dynamic, topical subject and quite often news stories can help to support 
and reinforce geographical understanding.  Encouraging your son to take an interest in the 
world around him will help to develop his geographical awareness. 

  

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 8 

Your son will be studying the following topics/themes in Geography this year: 

  
Coasts 

Pupils will investigate the variety of coastlines that we have the UK. They will investigate the 
processes and the landforms created. Finally, they will evaluate the range of management 
strategies for both hard and soft engineering feats. 

  
Population 

They will do an overview of key terminology for population such as life expectancy and 
infant mortality. The pupils will then investigate the differing reasons for a changing 
population throughout the world. They will be able to draw population pyramids and 



understand the structure of the Demographic Transition Model. Finally, the pupils will look at 
the issues surrounding an ageing population in the UK. 

  
Plate Tectonics 

The study of plate tectonics. The different plate boundaries will be described and how they 
can affect people’s lives. Case studies will be incorporated into the topic. 

  
Glaciation 

The pupils will be introduced to the topic of glaciation. They will look at the variety of 
processes that lead to a variety of glacial landforms. Finally, they will look at the issues for the 
world’s glaciers due the global warming. 

  
China 

They will do an overview of China. Considering the physical and human factors that 
contribute to the composition of the country. How the country can differ in terms of the rural 
and urban environment. The global dominance of the country. 

  

  
Methods of assessment will include: 

Students are assessed via a range of end of topic tests and assessment tasks carried out in 
class and for homework. 

  
Autumn 
Term:  

Spelling and definition test for both Coasts and population. A small decision 
making exercise based on coasts and a GMA for both topics. 

Spring 
Term: 

Spelling and definition tests for both Tectonics and Glaciation. Boys will create 
an informative volcano model that is peer assessed. Boys will write up their 
fieldwork experience after spending a day in the Snowdonia National Park. 

Summer 
Term: 

Spelling and definition test for China. Boys will complete a summer examination 
on all topics covered in Year 8.   

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

A thirty minute homework task is set weekly to develop personal study skills.  This will take the 
form of making notes, drawing diagrams and completing exercises. Often some additional 
research will be expected, although most of the work will focus on the core textbook. The 
Autumn and Spring assessments will be set over approximately a two-week period of 
homework, following explanations in class. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Regular monitoring of your son’s exercise book to ensure he is keeping up-to-date with the 
work is to be encouraged.  Help him to proof read his work and develops his extended 
writing skills. The use of explicit Geographical vocabulary is to be encouraged and more 
extensive Internet researches are also anticipated for assessments. Geography is a dynamic, 
topical subject and quite often news stories can help to support and reinforce geographical 



understanding. Encouraging your son to take an interest in the world around him will help to 
develop his geographical awareness. 

  
KEY STAGE 4: GCSE 
Name of subject:                                           Geography 
Examination Board and Syllabus:              WJEC A (Eduqas) 
Specification Name and Number:   GCSE (9-1) Geography A 
Weblink: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/geography/gcse-a/ 

  

The subject is assessed in the following ways: 

  

Pupils will study both Physical and Human Geography. 
Component 1:  Changing Physical and Human Landscapes 

The paper will be 1 hour 30 minutes.  This accounts for 35% of the GCSE. 
Section A 

  

• Landscapes and Physical Processes 
• Rural-Urban Links 

Section B          • Coastal landforms and their management 
Component 2:  Environmental and Development Issues 

The paper will be 1 hour 30 minutes.  This accounts for 35% of the GCSE. 
Section A 

  

• Weather, Climate and Ecosystems. 
• Development and Resources Issues 

Section B          • Environmental Challenges 
Component 3:  Applied fieldwork Enquiry 
A written examination in three parts using a variety of structured data response 
questions, some of which will require extended responses. 

The paper will be 1 hour 30 minutes.   This accounts for 30% of the GCSE. 
Part A 

  

This section will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, 
representation and analysis 

Part B This section will assess how the student’s fieldwork enquiries may be used 
to investigate Geography’s conceptual framework. 

Part C This section will assess the application of broad geographical concepts to 
a wider UK context and assess the ability to make and justify a decision. 

      
  
Other requirements of this course: 
Below is an extract from the new specification regarding fieldwork. As part of the course, 
your son will have to attend a minimum of two separate field work experiences over the 
course of the three years. As a department, we will endeavour to keep the cost of these to a 
minimum. Boys may be asked to attend extra sessions if they fall behind. 

  
Component 3: Applied Fieldwork 



Learners should be given the opportunity to develop their skills of geographical enquiry 
through fieldwork. They are expected to undertake two fieldwork enquiries, each in a 
contrasting environment: 

  
 · A methodological approach should be taken in one environment * 

 · The second fieldwork experience should take place in a contrasting environment. 

  
The focus of the fieldwork enquiry should be into one of Geography's conceptual 
frameworks* 

  
 * In each cycle, the methodological approach and conceptual framework will be selected 
by WJEC.  It is recommended that learners spend 18 guided learning hours on preparation 
for, and consolidation of, fieldwork enquiry. 

  

  
A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY 

Examination Board: AQA 

Introduction and Course Description 
Component How it is 

assessed 
Questions 

  
Component 1: Physical Geography 
Section A: Water and carbon cycles 
Section B: Either Hot desert environments and 
their margins or Coastal systems and landscapes 
Section C: Either Hazards or Ecosystems under 
stress or Cold environments 

  

Written exam: 

2 hours 30 
mins (96 
marks) 

  

40% of A-level 

  

Section A: answer all questions 

(27 marks) 
Section B: answer either question 
3 or question 4 (27 marks) 
Section C: answer either question 
5 or question 6 or question 7 (42 
marks) 
Question types: multiple-choice, 
short answer, levels of response 
and extended prose 

  
Component 2: Human Geography 
Section A: Global systems and global 
governance 
Section B: Changing places 
Section C: Either Contemporary urban 
environments or Population and the 
environment or Resource security 

  

Written exam: 

2 hours 30 
mins (96 
marks) 

  

40% of A-level 

  

Section A: answer all questions 

(27 marks) 
Section B: answer all questions 

(27 marks) 
Section C: answer either question 
5 or question 6 or question 7 (42 
marks) 
Question types: multiple-choice, 
short answer, levels of response, 
extended prose 



  
Component 3: Geographical Investigation 
Students complete an individual investigation 
which must include data collected in the field. 
The individual investigation must be based on a 
question or issue defined and developed by the 
student relating to any part of the specification 
content. 

3,000–4,000 words (35 marks) 

20% of A-level 

Marked by teachers 

Moderated by AQA 
  
Future Opportunities 
The subject highlights clear links between arts and sciences which will ensure that students 
receive a broad and valuable education.  This will allow students to follow scientific or arts 
based courses at undergraduate level. 

  

Many employers perceive geography as being an excellent bridging subject - through which 
many life-skills are developed. Consequently, career opportunities for qualified geographers 
are wide and varied.  Many go on to use their scientific experience in hydrology, glaciology 
and geological surveying. In addition, environmental posts are obtained in environmental 
health care, landscape architecture or in town and country planning. Management skills 
ensure graduate geographers are actively pursued for industrial management, advertising, 
Local Government and Foreign Office posts.  Social Services are another career route 
followed by geographers, gaining employment in consumer services, medical demography, 
the Court Service, Police and of course teaching.  With the growth of leisure and tourism 
many opportunities now exist in this field. 

  
Is there anything else I should know? 

A minimum attainment grade “6” at GCSE is essential. 
 


