
History at Wirral Grammar 
"The History Department at Wirral is committed to maximising the potential of all boys in our 
subject, whilst at the same time developing in them a lasting love of the study of the past.  We want 
pupils to see our subject, not simply as a body of information, but as a subject full of interest, 
colourful characters and exciting debate over conflicting interpretations of events.  We aim to help 
pupils to develop a sound knowledge and understanding of the events that have helped to shape our 
modern world, whilst developing the ability to think and write in an analytical manner.  We want to 
see them develop the ability to interrogate historical sources with their knowledge and awareness of 
their provenance and purpose, and to be able to make sound judgments regarding their utility and 
reliability. 
  
The Department is comprised of enthusiastic, subject specialists who work very hard to achieve our 
Departmental goals of creating passionate, knowledgeable, successful and skilled historians.  
  
  

Mrs A Jones 
Head of History 

Welcome to the History Department 
The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8), Key 
Stage 4 (GCSE) and A Level. 

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 7 

In Year 7, our primary goal is to make the study of History a very positive experience for the 
boys and one which maximises their potential in the subject.  Below, we have outlined key 
areas of Departmental policy and hope this gives you and your son a better understanding 
of the History Department.  

  
What Are The Expectations Of The History Department? 

The History Department wants to see boys achieve the best they can and so has very high 
standards of the work, effort and behaviour expected of each pupil.  We are very keen to 
reward excellence in each of these areas and so reward stickers and commendations are 
issued throughout the term. These are awarded for a variety of achievements, including a 
pleasing piece of work, progress, exceptional effort or excellent participation in a discussion 
and an activity. Parents are informed of out outstanding performance in terms of work, effort 
or participation. In addition, if a pupil is underperforming in any of these areas, support is 
offered and parents informed. 

  
What do boys study in Year 7? 

Lessons will focus around a range of key questions, such as: 
• How is time measured? 
• Who fits where on our mental mind map of the past? 
• How do historians find out about the past? 
• Can you solve the murder mystery? 
• Why were the Romans able to possess a great empire? 
• Did Harold Godwin deserve to be king in 1066? 
• Why did William win the Battle of Hastings in 1066? 
• How did William I change England? 
• What does the study of medieval England reveal about religion in the Middle 

Ages? 
• How has life changed since medieval times? 



• Why did so many people die of the Black Death? 
• Why did England “Break from Rome” under Henry VIII? 
• What can we learn about Queen Elizabeth from her portraits? 
• Does she deserve the title of Great Queen? 
• What has Liverpool got to do with the Slave Trade? 
• Is it wrong to name roads after slavers? 
• Why did Britain want an Empire? 
• Was the British Empire significant? 

  

To give the course coherence, these key questions will be linked by timelines setting the 
events in context. 

  
What happens in lessons? 

Lessons are designed to be engaging and challenging while promoting learning and a love 
of History. They are as varied and challenging as possible. Teachers use a variety of methods 
ranging from question and answer to cooperative learning to independent study.  A wide 
range of resources is used in lessons to support learning. 

  
How are the boys assessed in Year 7? 

• Pupils are regularly assessed through their class and homework and their progress 
is monitored against targets, so support can be given where required. 

• They are assessed on their understanding of historical concepts and application 
of key historical processes.  In addition, as a result of changes at GCSE and A 
Level, regular spelling and fact tests are given to pupils to ensure they are 
developing their knowledge of the language of History and the ability to revise 
effectively. 

• Their work is regularly marked according to task specific marking schemes. 
• Marking is designed to highlight positive achievements while giving specific 

guidance as to how work can be made even better. 
• Pupils will undertake “Purple Pen of Progress” to ensure they learn from feedback 

given on  work. Again, this will be explained fully in September. 
• In the summer term, pupils will undertake an end of year examination which will 

assess their knowledge, understanding and historical skills developed over the 
course of the academic year. 

• Behaviour and effort are monitored and reported on each term. 
  
What type of homework is set in Year 7? 

Homework is set on a regular basis by the subject teacher to support and extend what is 
completed in class. Tasks are as varied and challenging as possible and designed to develop 
good work habits and the skills and knowledge needed for the study of History throughout 
the school.  

  
How can you assist your son to do the best he can in History? 

Encourage him: 
• To give a hundred per cent effort at all times to his class and homework 
• To discuss with you what he has studied in school 
• To revise with you for fact and spelling tests 
• To do additional reading about the topics he is studying in school 
• To visit websites recommended by school to support his learning 
• To use challenging vocabulary and historical terms wherever possible 
• To ask for help and support if he is struggling with any aspect of the course 



Contact your son’s teacher or Head of Department in the event of any difficulties or 
concerns. 

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 8 

In Year 8, as in all years, our primary goal is to make the study of History a very positive 
experience for the boys and one which maximises their potential in the subject.  Below we 
have outlined key areas of Departmental policy and hope this gives you and your son a 
better understanding of what he will be studying in the coming year and what will be 
expected of him. 

  
What are the expectations of the History Department? 

The History Department wants to see boys achieve the best they can and so has very high 
standards for the work, effort and behaviour expected of each boy. We are very keen to 
reward excellence in each of these areas and so reward stickers and commendations are 
issued throughout the term.  These are awarded for a variety of achievements, including a 
pleasing piece of work, progress, exceptional effort or excellent participation in a discussion 
or an activity. In addition, parents are informed of outstanding performance in terms of work, 
effort or participation. Similarly, if a student is underperforming in any of these areas, support 
is offered and parents informed. 

  
What do boys study in Year 8? 

Lessons will focus around a range of key questions, such as: 
• How did British industry change between the eighteenth and nineteenth 

centuries? 
• What do factory conditions reveal about workers’ rights during the industrial 

revolution? 
• What would an honest report about a factory town say? 
• Who benefitted from the work of Lord Lever? 
• Did a sandwich cause the First World War? 
• Why did Wilf join the army? 
• How did trench warfare affect soldiers? 
• Why do historians disagree about General Haig? 
• How much had people’s lives changed after WW1? 
• How had warfare changed by 1945? 
• Was the Holocaust a unique event? 
• Should we commemorate the Holocaust and Armistice Day? 
• Does Martin Luther King deserve credit for bringing civil rights to America? 
• Are all groups represented fairly in History? 

  

To give the course coherence, these key questions, will be linked by timelines setting the 
events in context. 

  
How are the boys assessed in Year 8? 

• As in Year 7, boys are regularly assessed through their class and homework and 
their progress is tracked and monitored against targets, so support can be given 
where required. 

• They are assessed on their understanding of historical concepts and application 
of key historical processes.  In addition, as a result of changes at GCSE and A 
Level, regular spelling and fact tests are given to pupils to ensure they are 



developing their knowledge of the language of History and the ability to revise 
effectively. 

• Their work is regularly marked to formulate an overall level for each term. 
Feedback on tasks is designed to highlight positive achievements while giving 
specific guidance as to how work can be made even better. 

• Boys will undertake “Purple Pen of Progress” to ensure they learn from feedback 
given on work.  Again, this will be explained fully in September. 

• In the summer term, boys will undertake an end of year examination which will 
assess their knowledge, understanding and historical skills developed over the 
course of the academic year. 

• Behaviour and effort are monitored and reported on each term. 
  
What type of homework is set in Year 8? 

Homework is set on a regular basis by the subject teacher to support and extend what is 
completed in class. Tasks are as varied and challenging as possible and designed to develop 
good work habits and the skills and knowledge needed for the study of History throughout 
the school.  

  
How can you assist your son/ward to do the best he can in History? 

Encourage him: 
• To give a hundred per cent effort at all times to his class and homework 
• To discuss with you what he has studied in school 
• To revise with you for fact and spelling tests 
• To do additional reading about the topics he is studying in school 
• To visit websites recommended by school to support his learning 
• To use challenging vocabulary and historical terms wherever possible 
• To ask for help and support if he is struggling with any aspect of the course 

  

Contact your son’s teacher or Head of Department in the event of any difficulties or 
concerns.  We wish your son every success in his study of History in Year Eight. 

  

  
Examination Board and Syllabus:              AQA History 
Name of subject:                                           HistoryKEY STAGE 4 
Specification Name and Number:               GCSE History (8145) 
Web Link:   http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse 

  
The Examination 

Pupils studying History at this level are required to study elements of Medieval, Early Modern 
and Modern History.  There will be two examination papers at the end of the course.  The 
topics the History Department has chosen to deliver are outlined below. We believe this 
selection correlates with the interests of pupils, teacher expertise and existing resources. The 
final grade for the course will follow the 9-1 grading system. 
PAPER ONE: Understanding the Modern World 

• Written exam: two hours 

• 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar)  

• 50% of GCSE 



SECTION A: 
Period Study 

Germany 1890-1945: Democracy and 
Dictatorship 

  
SECTION B: 
Wider World Depth Study 

Conflict and Tension, 1918-1939 

  
PAPER TWO: Shaping the Nation 

• Written exam: two hours 

• 84 marks (including 4 marks for spelling, punctuation and grammar) 

• 50% of GCSE 
SECTION A: 
Thematic Study 

Britain: Power and the people: c1170 to the 
present 

  
SECTION B: 
British Depth Study, 
including the historic 
environment.  

  

• The name of the environment to be 
studied will be released by the 
examination board in advance.  It 
is planned that if possible all GCSE 
History students will visit the site, 
although this is not a requirement of 
the specification. 

• Restoration England, 1660–1685 
  
Other requirements of this course:   

As the two examination papers take place at the end of the three year course, it is essential 
that pupils remain organised throughout that period and store materials carefully for revision 
purposes. They will be provided with colour-coded, numbered documents to help in this 
process.  Dividing pages will be provided between booklets for different sections of the 
paper; they will contain a contents list.  There will also be half-termly folder and book checks. 

  

Pupils will need to complete all class and homework tasks to the best of their ability in order 
to develop the skills necessary for the examinations. They will be provided with guidance 
materials as to how to approach each type of question, model answers and exemplars to 
help in this process. Knowledge and understanding of these materials are essential, as they 
form the basis of the questions on both papers. Pupils will be given regular end of topic 
assessments and they should prepare for these thoroughly.  They will also be provided with 
knowledge organisers and timelines at the end of each booklet to support their 
learning.  After school extra/support lessons will be provided for pupils who underperform in 
these assessments.  At key points over the three year course, we will review and revisit parts 
of the course already taught to consolidate learning and understanding of the nature of the 
questions on the paper. 

  

‘Tracking Trails’ of pupil performance will be placed at the front of their folders and will 
record details of assessment performance.  It is essential that pupils revise thoroughly for the 



final papers as the demonstration of historical knowledge and understanding is essential to 
meet the upper mark levels.  

  

We wish your son every success on the course and look forward to working with him and you 
to maximise his performance in GCSE History.  

  
A LEVEL HISTORY 
Examination Board: AQA 

We want A Level History to be a very positive experience for all who take the course, as well 
as a successful one. We have now been delivering our current courses for five years, seeing 
four cohorts through the new examination. Their results are shown below.  We are 
continuously refining and improving our resources and we find boys respond positively to the 
courses.  We usually provide boys with a small office for private study, numbers permitting, 
but unfortunately in the current circumstances that cannot be offered.  We will, however, 
resume its use when possible.   A significant proportion of those who opted for the subject in 
recent years have gone on to study History as a single honours degree or as part of a joint 
Honours or in a History related course, such as Classical Civilisation or Politics.  

  
Breadth Study: 1G Challenge and Transformation: Britain, c1851-1964 

This is a challenging, immensely interesting and significant period of history.  Within it there are 
a number of colourful characters who made a vast contribution to shaping the country we 
now live in: people such as Benjamin Disraeli, William Gladstone, David Lloyd George, 
Winston Churchill and Clement Attlee. The course requires the study of a number of 
fascinating themes, such as the changes in the political system and nature of party politics 
and changes in attitudes to and the nature of social policy in the period. It also analyses the 
nature of Britain’s relationship with Ireland, the growth of trade unionism, the state of the 
economy and the impact of two World Wars on Britain. This will be done through analysis of 
the key concepts of causation, consequence, change, continuity and significance. 

  
Depth Study 2R: The Cold War, c1945-1991 

This course builds on and extends your study of international relations at GCSE.  Again it is a 
very significant time in the shaping of our modern world and involved some key figures from 
history: people such as Stalin, Khrushchev, Brezhnev, Castro, and Gorbachev, along with 
Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon and Carter. Themes such as 
communism, anti-communism, aggression and détente are addressed in this course, as are 
issues such as the impact of modern military technology and factors which precipitated 
confrontation, and those which promoted peace making during the Cold War.  Students will 
study major events such as the Cuban Missile Crisis, the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and 
the Gulf War. 

  
Assessment: the examination papers 

Both papers will require students to undertake two essays from a choice of three, along with 
a source question.  In Unit One the sources will be secondary evidence and in Unit Two they 
will be contemporary. 

  
Non-Examined Assessment 



It is through this part of the course that the History Department will fulfil the requirement that 
the History A Level courses cover a 200 year period. Students will be able to select a question 
from a range approved by AQA.  Our questions are usually selected from the topics areas 
listed below.  This is because we have built up an extensive library for these areas of study.     

  
• Conflicts: Their Causes and Nature 1756-1871 
• Conflicts: Their Causes and Nature 1789-1905 

  

Students will begin their research in the summer of Year 12, after which they will select their 
question and begin a series of regular review meetings with their History teachers designed to 
support them in their independent study. Submission will be almost immediately after 
Christmas to allow sufficient time for the revision of the two taught units. The non-examined 
assessment is required to be no more than 4,500 words in length. In addition to developing 
knowledge and understanding of the periods studied, the courses will develop important skills 
such as the ability to analyse and evaluate sources, while also providing opportunities to 
develop the ability to write in a balanced, analytical and coherent manner. 

  
What happens in lessons? 

Lessons are delivered by enthusiastic subject specialists who aim to make lessons fun and 
engaging.  Students will be encouraged to think independently and a range of media and 
sources will be used to support learning. As a department we want to see students achieve 
the best they can and will work very hard to support them in this endeavour, as we did at 
GCSE.  In return students will be expected to give one hundred per cent effort at all times 
and to be reliable in the submission of work, as these are key requisites in maximising 
potential at A Level.  Students will be regularly assessed on practice questions and their 
progress monitored so support can be offered when appropriate. They will be provided with 
guidance as to how to approach the different types of question on the two papers and will 
receive regular fact tests to ensure they are developing their factual knowledge.  Revision 
lessons will be offered to students as at GCSE. 

  
What happens if there is a local or national lockdown? 

If this happens lessons will still be delivered via video or live format.  We will try our absolute 
best to ensure we stay on track with the course, as we have done with the new Year Thirteen 
cohort.  Boys will be issued with booklets in batches covering several weeks’ work so that, 
should we go into a lockdown, they have all the relevant materials, which can also be sent 
out digitally. 

  
Combining A Level choices 

A Level History supports and combines well with most subjects.  Popular combinations include 
English Language, English Literature, Government and Politics, Modern Languages, 
Economics and Law.  It can also combine very usefully with Mathematics and Sciences, 
providing a valuable set of complementary skills. 

  
Future Opportunities 

As stated earlier, many students from Wirral Grammar School have developed a life-long 
love of History and gone on to study History and related disciplines at university. Others have 
found that the study of History is relevant to many career areas: the legal professions, civil 
service, tourism, local government, education, banking, retail, accountancy, commerce and 
journalism. 



  

  
 


