
MFL at Wirral Grammar 
 "If you talk to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk 
to him in his own language, that goes to his heart." 
 
‒Nelson Mandela 
  

Mr J H Hughes 
Head of MFL 

Welcome to the Modern Foreign Languages Department. 

  
Introduction to the Languages Department 2021-2022 

  
The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8), Key 
Stage 4 (GCSE) and A Level. 
  
KEY STAGE 3 FRENCH: YEAR 7 

Your son will have 3 hours of French per fortnight. French study in Year 7 is based upon the 4 
Modules of the “Expo 1” text book.  Topics covered are as follows:  

Greetings; 

Personal Descriptions; 

Friends and Family; 

Home and Local Area and School. 

  

Grammatically the focus is on establishing the basics of gender, adjectival agreement, 
present tense verbs, the immediate future and simple connectives. He will receive a booklet 
for each module to compliment his studies. All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, 
reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year. In addition 
to this and in line with the new secondary curriculum, there is a greater emphasis on 
creativity, intercultural awareness and collaboration with other departments.  

  
KEY STAGE 3 SPANISH: YEAR 7 

Your son will have 3 hours of Spanish per fortnight. Spanish study in Year 7 is based upon the 4 
Modules of the “Mira 1” text book . Topics covered are as follows:  

Greetings; 

Personal Descriptions; 

Friends and Family; 

Home and Local Area and School. 

  

Grammatically the focus is on establishing the basics of gender, adjectival agreement, 
present tense verbs, the immediate future and simple connectives. He will receive a booklet 



for each module to compliment his studies. All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, 
reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year.  

  
Methods of assessment for both French and Spanish will include: 

At the end of each Module (approximately one per term), there will be a summative 
assessment in the two of the four attainment targets. Following each test, pupils will identify 
their current progressions and set targets for the following module. In addition, there is on-
going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows 
for individual target setting. There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the 
majority of language lessons. 

  
During the year, homework for both French and Spanish will take the following forms: 

There are two French and two Spanish homeworks per week; ordinarily one learning and one 
written. There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake research, usually internet 
based, on topics pertaining to French and Spanish culture and society. These may culminate 
in display or project work. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in both French and Spanish in the following ways: 

Agree to “learn” French/Spanish alongside him (ask him to teach you!) 

Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly when it is a 
learning homework) and access various websites detailed on the MFL section on the school 
website in order to consolidate his work 

Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils have a literacy sheet in this regard) 

Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary 

Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly and his tracking trail 

Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the generic skills it 
develops. 
Please note that your son must bring a pen, pencil, ruler and his own French and Spanish 
dictionary with him to every lesson. 

  
KEY STAGE 3 FRENCH: YEAR 8 

Grammatically the focus is on establishing the basics of gender, adjectival agreement, 
present tense verbs, the immediate future and simple connectives. The perfect tense will also 
be introduced.  Pupils will cover: 

Town 

Their school day 

Free time activities 

Identity. 

  

All four Attainment Targets (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal 
measure during the course of the year. 



  
KEY STAGE 3 SPANISH: YEAR 8 

Your son will be studying the following topics/themes in Spanish this year: 

  

Pupils are taught in teaching groups for five lessons per fortnight using Mira 1 textbook in 
order 

to cover the following topics: 
• Talking about your family and pets 
• Talking about your appearance and character 
• Describing where you live and your house 
• Talking about your free time 
• The present tense 
• Simple and complex opinions 
• The future tense 
• Talking about your town 

  

It is the aim in Year 8 to consolidate the grammatical points covered in the previous year and 
facilitate greater fluency and independence in our language learners. All skills (listening, 
speaking, reading and writing) are covered in equal measure during the course of the year, 
and the difficulty level ranges from GCSE grades 1 to 7 (extended sentences, full 
descriptions, three tenses and opinions), with reinforcement and extension work applied 
where appropriate. 

  
Methods of assessment for both French and Spanish will include: 

At the end of each Module (one per half term), there will be a summative assessment in two 
of the four attainment targets. Following each test, pupils will identify their current progress 
reflecting the GCSE criteria, and set targets for the following half term. In addition, there is on-
going, formative assessment of pupils which informs future teaching and, once again, allows 
for individual target setting. There is a significant amount of peer and self assessment in the 
majority of language lessons. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms in both French and Spanish: 

There are two French homeworks and two Spanish homeworks per week, ordinarily one 
learning and one written. There are occasions when pupils are required to undertake 
research, usually internet based, on topics pertaining to French and Spanish culture and 
society. These may culminate in display or project work. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in both French and Spanish in the following ways: 

• Agree to “learn” French/Spanish alongside him (ask him to teach you!) 
• Ensure that he spends the recommended time on each homework (particularly 

when it is a learning homework) and access various websites detailed on the MFL 
section on the school website in order to consilidate his work 

• Ensure that written work is checked thoroughly (pupils are provided with a 
“common errors” checklist with this in mind) 

• Test him on the spelling of his vocabulary 
• Check, and by all means sign, his exercise book weekly and his tracking trail 
• Emphasise, on a regular basis, the importance of language learning and the 

generic skills it develops. 
• Encourage the use of French/Spanish in everyday life. 



• Encourage your son to use one of the plethora of websites: espanol extra.co.uk  / 
languagesonline.org.uk 

Please note that your son must bring a pen, pencil, ruler and his own French and Spanish 
dictionary with him to every lesson otherwise he will receive a reprimand. 

  

  
KEY STAGE 4:GCSE FRENCH 
Name of subject:                                          French 
Examination Board and Syllabus:              AQA 
Specification Name and Number:  GCSE French 8658 
Web link: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658 

  
Content: 

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

Theme 1:         Identity and culture 

Theme 2:         Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Theme 3:         Current and future study and employment 

  
The subject is assessed in the following ways: 

GCSE French has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students must 
take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same 
series. 

  
Paper 1: Listening 

  
What is assessed? Understanding and responding to different types of spoken language 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier) 
• 40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher Tier) 
• 25% of GCSE  (each exam includes 5 minutes reading time of the question paper 

before the listening stimulus is played.) 
  
Questions: Foundation Tier and Higher Tier 

• Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally 
• Section B – questions in French, to be answered in French or non-verbally 

  
Paper 2: Speaking 

  
What is assessed? Communicating and interacting effectively in speech for a variety of 
purposes 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Non-exam assessment 
• 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time 



• 10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier) 
• 25% of GCSE 

  
Questions: Foundation Tier and Higher Tier 

The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, but with different stimulus questions 
for the ‘Photo card’ and different stimulus materials for the ‘role play’. The timings too are 
different: 

  
• Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at Higher Tier) 
• Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes at Higher Tier) 
• Conversation – 30 marks (3–5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 5–7 minutes at Higher 

Tier) 
  

  
Paper 3: Reading 

  
What is assessed:   Understanding and responding to different types of written language 

  
How it's assessed 

• Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier) 
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and Higher Tier) 
• 25% of GCSE 

  
Questions: Foundation Tier and Higher Tier 

• Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or non-verbally 
• Section B – questions in French, to be answered in French or non-verbally 
• Section C – translation from French into English (a minimum of 35 words for 

Foundation Tier and 50 words for Higher Tier) 
  
Paper 4: Writing 

  
What is assessed?  Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) 
• 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at Higher Tier 
• 25% of GCSE 

  
Questions Foundation Tier 

• Question 1 – list task (student produces six nouns) – 6 marks 
• Question 2 – message (student produces nine sentences in response to nine tasks, 

approximately 60 words in total) –18 marks 
• Question 3 – translation from English into French (minimum 35 words) – 10 marks 
• Question 4 – structured writing task (student responds to five compulsory bullet 

points, producing approximately 90 words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 16 marks 

  
Questions Higher Tier 



• Question 1 – structured writing task (student responds to five compulsory bullet 
points, producing approximately 90 words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 16 marks 

• Question 2 – open-ended writing task (student responds to four compulsory bullet 
points, producing approximately 150 words in total) – there is a choice from two 
questions – 32 marks 

Question 3 – translation from English into French (minimum 50 words) – 12 marks 

  
Scheme of work:   Please note that this is a guideline only and may change. 

  
                                                               Year 9 Content 
When? Theme Topic 
Autumn Half Term (1) Identity and culture Me, my family and friends: 

Relationships with family and friends 
Autumn Half Term (2) Local, national, international 

and global areas of interest 
Home, town, neighbourhood and 
region 

Spring Half Term (1) Current and future study and 
employment 

My studies 

Spring Half Term (2) Identity and culture Free-time activities : music ,cinema 
and TV 

Summer Half Term (1) Identity and culture Free-time activities:  food and eating 
out  and sport 

Summer Half Term (2) Identity and culture Customs and festivals in French-
speaking countries/communities 

                                                               Year 10 Content 
When? Theme Topic 
Autumn Half Term (1) Current and future study and 

employment 
Life at school/college 

Autumn Half Term (2) Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Travel and tourism 

Spring Half Term (1) Current and future study and 
employment 

Education post-16 

Spring Half Term (2) Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Social issues: Healthy/unhealthy living 

Summer Half Term (1) Identity and culture Marriage/partnership 
Summer Half Term (2) Identity and culture Technology in everyday life: Social 

media/Mobile technology 
  
                                                               Year 11 Content 
When? Theme Topic 
Autumn Half Term (1) Local, national, international 

and global areas of interest 
Global issues: The environment 

Autumn Half Term (2) Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Social issues :Charity/voluntary work 

Spring Half Term (1) Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Global issues:  Homelessness/ poverty 



Spring Half Term (2) Current and future study and 
employment 

Career choices and ambitions 

Summer Half Term (1) End of course examination 
focus   

Summer Half Term (2) End of course examination 
focus   

  
Assessments: 

Boys will be assessed every half term in order to check progress. Formal examinations in all 
four papers will take place at the end of Year 11. 

  
Other requirements: 

• Boys must have their own dictionary to bring to each lesson. 
• Boys should purchase the recommended revision material. 
• Parents should assist boys in preparing for assessments and vocabulary and 

grammar revision. 
• Boy not progressing may have to attend lunchtime and/or after school support 

sessions. 
  
KEY STAGE 4:GCSE SPANISH 
Name of subject:                                          Spanish 
Examination Board:                                     AQA 
Specification Name and Number:   GCSE Spanish 8698 
Web link: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698 

  
Content: 

Students study all of the following themes on which the assessments are based. 

Theme 1:         Identity and culture 

Theme 2:         Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

Theme 3:         Current and future study and employment 

  
The subject is assessed in the following ways: 

GCSE Spanish has a Foundation Tier (grades 1–5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4–9). Students 
must take all four question papers at the same tier. All question papers must be taken in the 
same series. 

  
Paper 1: Listening 
What is 
assessed? 

Understanding and responding to different types of 
spoken language 

How is it 
assessed? 

  

• Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 
minutes (Higher Tier) 

• 40 marks (Foundation Tier), 50 marks (Higher 
Tier) 

• 25% of GCSE 



(Each exam includes 5 minutes’ reading time of the 
question paper before the listening stimulus is played) 

Questions: Foundation Tier & Higher Tier 
• Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or 

non-verbally 
• Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in Spanish or 

non-verbally 
•   

Paper 2: Speaking 
What is 
assessed? 

Communicating and interacting effectively in speech 
for a variety of purposes 

How is it 
assessed? 

  

• Non-exam assessment 
• 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation 

time 
• 10–12 minutes (Higher Tier) + preparation time 
• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and 

Higher Tier) 
• 25% of GCSE 

Questions: Foundation Tier & Higher Tier 

The format is the same at Foundation Tier and Higher Tier, but with 
different stimulus questions for the ‘Photo card’ and different stimulus 
materials for the Role-play. The timings are different too: 

• Role-play – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 2 minutes at 
Higher Tier) 

• Photo card – 15 marks (2 minutes at Foundation Tier; 3 minutes 
at Higher Tier) 

• Conversation – 30 marks (3–5 minutes at Foundation Tier; 5–7 
minutes at Higher Tier) 

Paper 3: Reading 
What is 
assessed? 

Understanding and responding to different types of 
written language 

How is it 
assessed? 

  

• Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 
hour (Higher Tier) 

• 60 marks (for each of Foundation Tier and 
Higher Tier) 

• 25% of GCSE 
Questions: Foundation Tier & Higher Tier 

• Section A – questions in English, to be answered in English or 
non-verbally 

• Section B – questions in Spanish, to be answered in Spanish or 
non-verbally 

• Section C – translation from Spanish into English (a minimum of 
35 words for Foundation Tier and 50 words for Higher Tier) 

Paper 4 : Writing 
What is 
assessed? 

Communicating effectively in writing for a variety of 
purposes 



How is it 
assessed? 

  

• Written exam: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 
15 minutes (Higher Tier) 

• 50 marks at Foundation Tier and 60 marks at 
Higher Tier 

• 25% of GCSE 
Questions Foundation Tier & Higher Tier 
Foundation Tier 

• Question 1 – list task (student produces six nouns) – 6 marks 
• Question 2 – message (student produces nine sentences in 

response to nine tasks, approximately 60 words in total) –18 
marks 

• Question 3 – translation from English into Spanish (minimum 35 
words) – 10 marks 

• Question 4 – structured writing task (student responds to five 
compulsory bullet points, producing approximately 90 words in 
total) – there is a choice from two questions – 16 marks 

Higher Tier 
• Question 1 – structured writing task (student responds to five 

compulsory bullet points, producing approximately 90 words in 
total) – there is a choice from two questions – 16 marks 

• Question 2 – open-ended writing task (student responds to four 
compulsory bullet points, producing approximately 150 words 
in total) – there is a choice from two questions – 32 marks 

• Question 3 – translation from English into Spanish (minimum 50 
words) – 12 marks 

  
Scheme of work 

Please note that this is a guideline only and may change. 

  
Year 9 Content 
When Theme Topic 
Autumn 

Half Term (1) 

Identity and culture Talking about socialising and family; 
describing people; talking about social 
networks. 

Autumn 

Half Term (2) 

Identity and Culture Talking about reading and then talking 
about relationships. 

Spring 

Half Term (1) 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Discussing holidays, weather, holiday 
preferences. 

Spring 

Half Term (2) 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Describing what you did on holiday, where 
you stayed; booking accommodation and 
dealing with problems 

Summer 

Half Term (1) 

Current and future study and 
employment 

School subjects and the school day, school 
uniform, describing teachers and your 
school. 



Summer 

Half Term (2) 

Current and future study and 
employment 

Talking about school rules and problems, 
school exchanges and extra-curricular 
activities. 

  
Year 10 Content 
When? Theme Topic 
Autumn 

Half Term (1) 

Identity and Culture Talking about free time activities; TV 
programmes, film and sports. 

Autumn 

Half Term (2) 

Identity and Culture Talking about who inspires you and 
different types of entertainment. 

Spring 

Half Term (1) 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Talking about places in town and 
understanding directions. Talking about 
shops and understanding the geography of 
Spain. 

Spring 

Half Term (2) 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Talking about problems in your town and 
advertising your town. 

Summer 

Half Term (1) 

Retrieval review Retrieval review 

  
Summer 

Half Term (2) 

Review of speaking examination Review of speaking examination 

  
Year 11 Content 
When? Theme Topic 
Autumn 

Half Term (1) 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Healthy living; global issues; talking about 
local actions 

Autumn 

Half Term (2) 

Local, national, international 
and global areas of interest 

Talking about international sports events. 

Spring 

Half Term (1) 

Current and future study and 
employment 

Talking about jobs, earning money and 
work experience 

Spring 

Half Term (2) 

Current and future study and 
employment 

Applying for jobs and discussing gap years 
and the future. 

Summer 

Half Term (1) 

End of course examination focus 

  
  

Summer 

Half Term (2) 

End of course examination focus 

  
  

  

  
Assessments: 



Boys will be assessed every half term in order to check progress. Formal examinations in all 
four papers will take place at the end of Year 11. 

  
Other requirements: 

• Boys must have their own dictionary to bring to each lesson. 
• Boys should purchase the recommended revision material. 
• Parents should assist boys in preparing for assessments and vocabulary and 

grammar revision. 
• Boys not progressing may have to attend lunchtime 

  
A LEVEL FRENCH: Examination Board: AQA 

The study of French to Advanced Level is more than simply a question of academic study 
leading to a valued qualification, it also involves developing useful practical skills which can 
be applied in many situations in real life, whether at work or at leisure.  The course aims to 
enable the students: 

• to communicate easily and with confidence in a French-speaking environment 
• to understand and appreciate spoken and written French from a variety of 

sources and in registers including colloquial, informative and literary 
• to seek and convey information, report and express ideas and feelings in, for 

example, discussion, conversation, personal and analytical writing 
• to form a sound base of language and learning skills for further study and 

continuing use in work and leisure. 
  

An appreciation of the culture and civilisation of France and other French-speaking 
communities is fostered in the students and first hand contact is encouraged. Opportunities 
exist for students to travel abroad and they are encouraged to take advantage of these.  

  
How will I be assessed? 

This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 
course in Upper Sixth. 

  

Core content 

1. Social issues and trends 

2. Political and artistic culture 

3. Grammar 

Options 

4. Works: Literary texts and films 

  
Assessments 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 
What is assessed? 

• Aspects of French-speaking society 
• Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 
• Multiculturalism in French-speaking society 
• Aspects of political life in French-speaking society 
• Grammar 



  
How is it assessed? 

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
• 160 marks in total 
• 40% of A-level 

  
Questions 

Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources covering 
different registers and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual and 
abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. Studio recordings in 
French will be used and students will have individual control of the recording.  

All questions are in French, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in French (60 marks). 

Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn from a 
range of authentic sources and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual 
and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. 

All questions are in French, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in French (60 marks). 

Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words (20 marks). 

Translation into French; a passage of minimum 100 words (20 marks). 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 

  
Paper 2: Writing 
What is assessed? 

• One text ( Un sac de billes) and one film (La Haine) 
• Grammar 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 90 marks in total 
• 30% of A-level 

  
Questions 
Either one question in French on a set text from a choice of two questions and one question 
in French on a set film from a choice of two questions or two questions in French on set texts 
from a choice of two questions on each text. 

All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered in the 
work and a critical and analytical response to features such as the form and the technique 
of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (eg the effect of narrative voice in a 
prose text or camera work in a film). 

No access to texts or films during the assessment. 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 

Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. 

  
Paper 3: Speaking 
What is assessed? 

• Individual research project 



• One of four sub-themes i.e. Aspects of French-speaking society or Artistic culture 
in the French-speaking world or Multiculturalism in French-speaking society or 
Aspects of political life in French-speaking society. 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 
• 60 marks in total 
• 30% of A-level 

  
Questions 

Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6 minutes). The 
student studies the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test (25 marks). 

Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual research project (35 
marks). 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 minutes preparation). 

Students may take the assessment only once before certification. 

Assessments will be conducted by either the centre or a visiting examiner and marked by an 
AQA examiner. 

  

In the classroom, emphasis is placed on the active use of the foreign language and on the 
exploitation of authentic material – websites, DVDs, newspaper articles, magazines etc. We 
also use Kerboodle within lessons to complement the interactive teaching style. Work is topic 
based and deals with many issues. We have also established an annual sixth form trip to Paris 
with Wirral Grammar School for Girls. There is also the opportunity to pursue work experience 
in France and get involved in international projects and language competitions 

  
Future Opportunities 

French is the second most commonly-taught second language in the world (after English), 
with 77 million first language speakers and 51 million second language speakers.  It is the 
official language in 33 countries and, other than English, is the only language spoken as a 
native language in all 5 continents.  French is one of the official working languages in dozens 
of international organizations, including: NATO, UN, Amnesty International and the Red Cross. 
Given the widespread usage and importance of French throughout the world the 
opportunities for those who study it are enormous. 

  

Those with this qualification enhance their employment prospects, as more and more 
companies are now looking for a workforce which can communicate with partners in Europe 
and beyond.  Students who do not envisage using French as an integral part of their career 
also benefit from the course as they experience the enjoyment and motivation of improving 
their linguistic level and find foreign travel easier. 

  

The country’s economy and trade depend on the capacity to communicate with foreigners 
in their language.  Ability in a foreign language gives access to many employment and 
promotion opportunities in a great number of areas and has an excellent reputation 
amongst universities.  Many companies are multi-national and almost all have dealings with 
other countries. ‘A’  level French will be a solid foundation for a degree course but, equally, it 



will provide a practical communication skill of appeal to many employers and would give 
graduates in many other disciplines an invaluable ancillary skill. A modern language is no 
longer the province of the ‘arts’ student and may be combined with many other subjects at 
sixth form level and beyond.  Such subjects in Higher Education include Chemistry, 
Engineering, Law, Marketing, Business, and Computing. 

  

You are demonstrating to potential employers your value of the international dimension, your 
ability to build relationships, your awareness of cultural differences and your presentation 
skills. The Russell Group of top university ranks French as a preferred ‘A’ level and the ratio of 
applicants to places across modern languages is better for the applicant then any other 
subject area. This is especially true for Oxford and Cambridge applicants. Graduates with 
language qualifications warn on average 8-20% more than non-linguists in comparable jobs. 
Only medicine, dentistry and veterinary science graduates have a better employment ratio 
than modern foreign language graduates. 

  
A LEVEL SPANISH: Examination Board: AQA 

The study of Spanish to Advanced Level is more than simply a question of academic study 
leading to a valued qualification, it also involves developing useful practical skills which can 
be applied in many situations in real life, whether at work or at leisure. The course aims to 
enable the students: 

• to communicate easily and with confidence in a Spanish-speaking environment 
• to understand and appreciate spoken and written Spanish from a variety of 

sources and in registers including colloquial, informative and literary 
• to seek and convey information, report and express ideas and feelings in, for 

example, discussion, conversation, personal and analytical writing 
• to form a sound base of language and learning skills for further study and 

continuing use in work and leisure. 
  

An appreciation of the culture and civilisation of Spain and other Spanish-speaking 
communities is fostered in the students and first hand contact is encouraged. Opportunities 
exist for students to travel abroad and they are encouraged to take advantage of these. 

  
How will I be assessed? 

This qualification is linear which means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 
course. 

  
Subject Content 
Core content 

1. Social issues and trends 

2. Political and artistic culture 

3. Grammar 
Options 

4. Works: Literary texts and films 

  
Assessments 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and writing 



What is assessed? 
• Aspects of Hispanic society 
• Artistic culture in the Hispanic world 
• Multiculturalism in Hispanic society 
• Aspects of political life in Hispanic society 
• Grammar 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes 
• 160 marks in total 
• 40% of A-level 

  
Questions 

Listening and responding to spoken passages from a range of contexts and sources covering 
different registers and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual and 
abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. Studio recordings in 
Castilian Spanish will be used and students will have individual control of the recording. 

All questions are in Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in Spanish (60 
marks). 

Reading and responding to a variety of texts written for different purposes, drawn from a 
range of authentic sources and adapted as necessary. Material will include complex factual 
and abstract content and questions will target main points, gist and detail. 

All questions are in Spanish, to be answered with non-verbal responses or in Spanish (60 
marks). 

Translation into English; a passage of minimum 100 words (20 marks). 

Translation into Spanish; a passage of minimum 100 words (20 marks). 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment 

  
Paper 2: Writing 
What is assessed? 

• One text (La Casa de Bernarda Alba) and one film (El laberinto de fauno) 
• Grammar 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Written exam: 2 hours 
• 90 marks in total 
• 30% of A-level 

  
Questions 
Either one question in Spanish on a set text from a choice of two questions and one question 
in Spanish on a set film from a choice of two questions or two questions in Spanish on set texts 
from a choice of two questions on each text. 

All questions will require a critical appreciation of the concepts and issues covered in the 
work and a critical and analytical response to features such as the form and the technique 
of presentation, as appropriate to the work studied (e.g. the effect of narrative voice in a 
prose text or camera work in a film). 

No access to texts or films during the assessment. 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment. 



Students are advised to write approximately 300 words per essay. 

  
Paper 3: Speaking 
What is assessed? 

• Individual research project 
• One of four sub-themes ie Aspects of Hispanic society or Artistic culture in the 

Hispanic world or Multiculturalism in Hispanic society or Aspects of political life in 
Hispanic society 

  
How is it assessed? 

• Oral exam: 21–23 minutes (including 5 minutes preparation time) 
• 60 marks in total 
• 30% of A-level 

  
Questions 

Discussion of a sub-theme with the discussion based on a stimulus card (5–6 minutes). The 
student studies the card for 5 minutes at the start of the test (25 marks). 

Presentation (2 minutes) and discussion (9–10 minutes) of individual research project (35 
marks). 

No access to a dictionary during the assessment (including 5 minutes preparation). 

Students may take the assessment only once before certification. 

Assessments will be conducted by either the centre or a visiting examiner and marked by an 
AQA examiner. 

  

In the classroom, emphasis is placed on the active use of the foreign language and on the 
exploitation of authentic material websites, DVDs, newspaper articles, magazines etc. We 
also use Kerboodle within lessons to complement the interactive teaching style. Work is topic 
based and deals with many issues, most of them contemporary, giving students the 
opportunity to discuss and research aspects of life and society which are of interest to them. 
Consequently the work goes far beyond the study of a language. There is a trip to either 
Madrid or Granada every November with Wirral Grammar School for Girls and the 
opportunity to carry out work experience in Spain. There is a myriad of opportunities for extra-
curricular activities to make your personal statement stand out including language club and 
our international links. 

  
Future Opportunities 

Spanish is the second world language as a vehicle of international communication. There 
are over 500 million native Spanish speakers (40 million in Spain – more native speakers 
indeed than English).  Spanish is expected to be the first language of 50% of the population 
of the USA within 50 years – at present 1 in 8 Americans have Spanish as their first language. It 
is the official language of 21 countries – making Spanish a truly global language. 

  

An English mother-tongue candidate with additional languages has an even more 
competitive edge in the ever more competitive job market. The value of competence in a 
foreign language is greatly under-estimated by many people. The country’s economy and 
trade depend on the capacity to communicate with foreigners in their language.  Ability in a 



foreign language gives access to many employment and promotion opportunities in a great 
number of areas. It enjoys an excellent reputation amongst top universities. 

  

Many companies are multi-national and almost all have dealings with other countries.  ‘A’ 
level Spanish will be a solid foundation for a degree course but, equally, it will provide a 
practical communication skill of appeal to many employers and would give graduates in 
many other disciplines an invaluable ancillary skill. A modern language is no longer the 
province of the ‘arts’ student and may be combined with many other subjects at sixth form 
level and beyond. Such subjects in Higher Education include Chemistry, Engineering, Law, 
Marketing, Business Studies and Computing. 

  

You are demonstrating to potential employers your value of the international dimension, your 
ability to build relationships, your awareness of cultural differences and your presentation 
skills. The Russell Group of top university ranks Spanish as a preferred ‘A’ level and the ratio of 
applicants to places across modern languages is better for the applicant than any other 
subject area. This is especially true for Oxford and Cambridge applicants. Graduates with 
language qualifications warn on average 8-20% more than non-linguists in comparable jobs. 
Only medicine, dentistry and veterinary science graduates have a better employment ratio 
than modern foreign language graduates. 

  
Employees with language skills are definitely more marketable and have more worth in the 
labour market. 
Bob Sankley, HR Director, BMW 

  
The European Commission is desperate to employ more native English speakers fluent in 
another language. 
Times Online 

  
It is important to have people with language skills to maximise business opportunities and to 
assist our client in achieving their goals. 
Salim Sonjee, Partner, Wright and Jakes Solicitors 

  
Language skills are in higher demand than ever before.Despite the economic hardship in the 
EU, it remains the UK’s biggest export market. 
Neil Bentley, deputy director general of the Confederation of British Industry 

  
Modern foreign languages are important for our universities, economy and society 
Dr Wendy Piatt, director general of the Russell Group, which represents 24 leading universities. 

  

  
 


