
Music at Wirral Grammar 
Welcome to the Music Department 
 
Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils 
feel, think and act and it also increases self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic 
sensitivity and fulfilment. 
  

Mr K McCabe 
Head of Music 

Welcome to the Music Department 
The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8), Key 
Stage 4 (GCSE) and A Level. 
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 7 

Our passion is to make Music enjoyable, stimulating and productive for all boys. At Key Stage 
3, boys receive three lessons of music per fortnight in Year 7 and two in Year 8. The academic 
study of music is rich and varied and has been designed to provide a seamless transition to 
Key Stage 4 and beyond. Your son will be studying the following topics/themes: 
Area of Study 1:    Find Your Voice   
Area of Study 2:   The Elements of Music   
Area of Study 3:   Keyboards – Performance and Practice    
Area of Study 4:   Sonority 
Area of Study 5:   Accompaniment Workshop 
Area of Study 6:   Folk Music   
  
Methods of assessment will include: 

Assessment will take various forms appropriate to each task. At the start of the year, pupils 
complete a Musical Awareness Test to establish their correct level of knowledge, 
understanding and skills.  Completed worksheets are marked to gauge pupils’ 
understanding. Occasional class tests will assess pupils’ knowledge.  

  

Practical skills, including composing, are assessed by the teacher against established 
criteria.  Pupils are encouraged to assess their own and others work, particularly in practical 
tasks.  A formal examination, including both written and listening tasks, will take place 
towards the end of the year. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

Homework will often involve practise of their classwork in order to improve their skills. 
Sometimes completion of a worksheet and some research tasks are required for use in future 
lessons. Occasionally, it will require revision for a test.  Pupils are encouraged to develop 
practical skills through practice at home whenever possible. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Parents can best help their son by encouraging him to develop his skills through practical 
music-making activities and to encourage practise on his instrument at home. 

  



Our passion is to make Music enjoyable, stimulating and productive for all boys. At Key Stage 
3, boys receive three lessons of music per fortnight in Year 7 and two in Year 8. The academic 
study of music is rich and varied and has been designed to provide a seamless transition to 
Key Stage 4 and beyond. 

  

  
KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 8 

Your son will be studying the following topics/themes: 
Area of Study 1:   I Guess That’s Why They Call It The Blues 
Area of Study 2:   Rock and Roll – The Birth of Popular Music 
Area of Study 3:   Songwriters Showcase 
Area of Study 4:   Composing and Developing Variations 
Area of Study 5:   Film Music   
Area of Study 6:   Music Traditions of The Caribbean   
Methods of assessment will include: 

Assessment will take various forms appropriate to each task. At the start of the year, pupils 
complete a Musical Awareness Test to establish their correct level of knowledge, 
understanding and skills. Completed worksheets are marked to gauge pupils’ understanding. 
Occasional class tests will assess pupils’ knowledge. Practical skills, including composing, are 
assessed by the teacher against established criteria. 

  

Pupils are encouraged to assess their own and others work, particularly in practical tasks.  A 
formal examination, including both written and listening tasks, will take place towards the 
end of the year. 

  
During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

Homework will often involve practise of their classwork in order to improve their skills. 
Sometimes completion of a worksheet and some research tasks are required for use in future 
lessons.  

Occasionally, it will require revision for a test.  Pupils are encouraged to develop practical 
skills 

through practice at home whenever possible. 

  
You can assist your son with his studies in the following ways: 

Parents can best help their son by encouraging him to develop his skills through practical 
music-making activities and to encourage practise on his instrument at home. 

  

  
Key Stage 4 Music: GCSE 
Name of subject:                                          Music 
Examination Board and Syllabus:              EDUQAS 
Specification Name and Number:   GCSE Music 
Web Link: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/gcse/ 



  

The department follows the EDUQAS GCSE Music Specification. This three year course 
provides opportunities for boys to develop composing, performing and listening/ appraising 
skills and to increase their musical knowledge and understanding by exploring four areas of 
study: 

  
Area of Study 1 Musical Forms and Devices – The Western Classical 

Tradition 1650-1900 
Area of Study 2 Music for Ensembles – Jazz, Blues, Musical Theatre and 

Chamber Music 
Area of Study 3 Film Music 
Area of Study 4 Popular Music – Pop and Rock 1960-present day, Fusion 

and Bhangra 
  
The subject is assessed in the following ways: 
Component 1: Performing 

A minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at least one 
minute duration. The other piece(s) may be either solo and/or ensemble. One of the pieces 
performed must link to an area of study of the learner’s choice. 

  
Component 2: Composing 

Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by Eduqas. Boys will 
choose one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to an area of study. The briefs will be 
released during the first week of September in the academic year in which the assessment is 
to be taken. The second composition is a free composition for which the boys set their own 
brief. 

  
Component 3: Appraising 

This component is assessed via a listening examination. There are eight questions in total, two 
on each of the four areas of study. 

  

Two of the eight questions will be based on prepared extracts set by the WJEC Eduqas. 
1. J.S.Bach - Badinerie for Flute and String Orchestra with Harpsichord (Final 

movement, Orchestral Suite No.2 in B minor, BWV 1067). 
2. Toto – Africa (released 1982) 

  
Timing of assessment over the three year course: 

Boys taking GCSE Music will sit a termly listening paper, focusing on the particular Areas of 
Study covered that term. Assessment of composition and performance will be on-going 
throughout the three year course. 

  
Component 1 Final performances can be recorded at any point in the 

year of certification – at WGSB, we aim to have these 
completed by December of Year 11 



Component 2 Composition 1 will be submitted during the summer term of 
Year 10, Composition 2 will be submitted by Easter in Year 
11 

Component 3 Final Examination will take place in May/June in the year 
of certification 

  
Other requirements of this course: 

Continuing study of at least one instrument, as well as membership of at least one group, are 
essential preparation for both solo and ensemble performances. Regular practice is also 
required to enable students to perform at the required level. 

  

  
Key Stage 5 Music: A Level 
Examination Board and Syllabus: EDUQAS GCE Music A Level Specification 
Specification Name and Number:  GCSE French 8658 
Web link: : http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music/as-a-level/ 

  
Component 1 – Performing (35%) 

A performance consisting of a minimum of three pieces. At least one of the pieces should be 
as a soloist. The other pieces may be as a soloist, or as part of an ensemble, or a combination 
of both. One piece must reflect the musical characteristics of one area of study. At least one 
other piece must reflect the musical characteristics of one other, different area of study. 

  
Component 2 – Composing (25%) 

Two compositions. One must reflect the musical techniques and conventions of the Western 
Classical Tradition, and be in response to a brief set by Eduqas. Boys will have a choice of 
four briefs, which will be released during the first week of September in the academic year in 
which the assessment is to be taken. The second composition is a free composition. 

  
Component 3 – Appraising (40%) 

Written examination: 2 hours 15 minutes approximately 40% of qualification 

The written examination focuses on three areas of study. 
Area of study A: The Western Classical Tradition covering The Development of the Symphony, 
1750 – 1900. Learners should choose one of the following set works for detailed analysis, and 
the other for general study: 

• Symphony No.104 in D major, ‘London’ by Haydn 
• Symphony No.4 in A major, ‘Italian’ by Mendelssohn 

The second area of study should be selected from: 
Area of study B: Rock and Pop (1960-2000) 
Area of study C: Musical Theatre (Rodgers, Bernstein, Sondheim Schonberg, Lloyd Webber 
and Schwartz) 
Area of study D: Jazz (1920-1960) 
  
This Area of Study will be selected in response to the individual skills / experience of the 
cohort.  

  



The third area of study should be selected from either, 

  
Area of study E: Into the 20th Century, which includes 2 set works – Trio for Oboe, Bassoon 
and Piano, Movement II by Poulenc and Three Nocturnes, Number 1 Nuages by Debussy or, 
Area of study F: Into the 21st Century, which includes two set works – Asyla, Movement 3, 
Ecstasio by Thomas Adès and String Quartet No.2 (Opus California) Movements 1, Boardwalk 
and 4, Natural Bridges by Sally Beamish 

  
Future Opportunities 

Advanced level music provides a worthwhile, satisfying and complete course of study which 
broadens experience, develops imagination, fosters creativity and promotes personal and 
social development.  It can equally be a preparation for further study of music at degree 
level or a foundation for a lifetime of music-making as a leisure activity. 

  
Is there anything else I should know? 

Students with a broad experience of practical music making, involvement in extra-curricular 
activities and performance skills up to Grade V on at least one instrument are best placed to 
take full advantage of the opportunities provided by this course. It is recommend that boys 
enrolling on this course have achieved Grade V Theory of Music – those that do not have this 
qualification will be expected to take it in their first term of A Level study. Opportunities to 
develop technology-based skills are now an integral part of this course. 

  
 


