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Welcome to the RE Department. 

The information in this section relates to course details at Key Stage 3 (Years 7 and 8) and Key 

Stage 4 (GCSE). 

  

KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 7 

Religious Education is an exciting subject that is capable of inspiring those who study it. It is of 

fundamental importance that your son has a deep understanding of the importance of 

learning about the diversity of religion and belief in contemporary society and he will learn a 
lot about himself. This deep and cognate subject is well received by the students, regardless 

of their own belief system. 

  

Your son will study the following topics/themes during Year 7: 

  

Unit 7A: Where do we look for God? 

Boys investigate how some religious believers discover the existence of God through 

experience. 

They learn about and understand the ways in which people claim God has been revealed to 
them in their lives. It provides opportunities for the boys to examine and reflect on the nature 

of experiential proof of God's existence. They are encouraged to undertake their own search 

for answers to ultimate questions using a number of sacred texts. Boys evaluate the 
importance of revelation and religious experience within religion, and consider questions 

about their own belief system. 

  

Unit 7B: What does Justice mean to Christians? 

Boys learn about significant figures in the Christian religion who taught about justice, 
including Jesus and St Paul.  They learn about ways in which key leaders make important 

contributions to the faith. The unit provides opportunities for boys to examine and reflect on 

the issues of justice. They develop their understanding of Christian sacred text. They evaluate 
the influence of leaders for Christians today, and consider questions about their own 

experience of influence, leadership and inspiration. Considering issues of justice for 

themselves can promote the boys' spiritual and moral development. 

  

Unit 7C: We are Islam 

The boys will find out about what it means to be a Muslim believer, in both Islam and in Britain 

today. They will select, record and evaluate information on the importance of the main 

tenets of the religion. Boys will reflect on and evaluate the concepts of truth and wisdom 
within Islam. They will reflect on questions of human existence and purpose, and demonstrate 

these findings in both written and practical tasks. Boys will also have the opportunity to 
design and produce a model of a mosque to show how its form reflects its function in society 

and spirituality. 

  

He will be assessed in the following ways during the year: 

• Some units will have a graded assessment task 

• Verbal and written feedback 

• Two study skills projects – one in Autumn and one in Spring 



• Mid-year and end of year projects and practical 

• Assessment will be based on a 9-1 scale linked to Year 7 assessment criteria* 

  

During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

• Independent research and production tasks 

• Reporting and feedback tasks 

• Revision for examinations 

  

How can you help him to progress? 

• Have conversations with him about what he has studied – he may be able to 

teach you! 

• Allow him the benefit of your experience and views and encourage him to 

challenge his thinking 

• Encourage a broad-minded approach which promotes diversity in his thinking 

• Foster respect and understanding of the people and the belief systems that he 
studies 

  

*Grading criteria for GCSE is 9-1; this is reflected in Year 7 marking criteria, as a relative, 

reflective measure of your son’s achievements. 

  

  

KEY STAGE 3: YEAR 8 

Religious Education is an exciting subject that is capable of inspiring those who study it. It is of 

fundamental importance that your son has a deep understanding of the importance of 
learning about the diversity of religion and belief, in contemporary society and he will learn a 

lot about himself. This deep and cognate subject is well received by the students, regardless 

of their own belief system.  Your son will be studying the following topics/themes: 

Unit 8A: Are religion and science in conflict? 

This unit investigates the ways in which science and religion are often perceived to be in 
conflict. It asks whether they can aid each other and so facilitate learning about, and 
from, religion. The unit encourages boys to examine and reflect upon information on 
meaning and purpose in life in the light of their study of elements of religious traditions and 
so facilitates learning from religion and science about concepts of truth. This unit gives an 

insight into the GCSE in terms of Issues of Life and Death. 

Unit 8B: Lessons from the Holocaust, and Genocide intervention 

In this unit, boys follow an agreed programme, using data from the Holocaust Memorial 
Trust. This is connected to Citizenship, beliefs and ethics. The module builds towards 
Holocaust Memorial Day, in which several secondary schools meet to hear the testimonial 

of one Rudi Oppenheimer, holocaust survivor. Holocaust Memorial Day provides the 
opportunity for everyone to learn the lessons from the Holocaust, Nazi persecution and in 
the subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Bosnia, Rwanda and Darfur. In addition, we have 
added ‘Genocide Intervention’ lessons, in which boys are encouraged to develop a sense 
of personal agency and think of their own future behaviours and attitudes, which may 

contribute to the prevention of future genocides in their lifetime. NOTE that the focus of 
HMD changes each year, and this will be reflected in the Memorial lessons. 

Unit 8C: Is Jerusalem a City of Peace? 

In this unit, boys examine some issues within and between the Jewish, Christian and Muslim 
religions. These issues are brought into focus by learning about these three religions in the 
city of Jerusalem through history and today. Students develop their understanding of how 

religious beliefs are worked out in practice and study ideas about peace in the three 



religions and what members of the religions have to do with each other and the 
community. Boys understand similarities between religions and the distinctive features of 
each and begin to form ideas about religion, tolerance and harmony. These ideas can be 

applied to inter-faith issues in the UK today providing pupils with opportunities for spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. The unit encourages boys to examine and reflect 
on their own attitudes to those with religious beliefs different to their own and so facilitates 
learning from religion. This unit relates to the GCSE in terms of Christian and Jewish beliefs 
and practises. 
  

Your son will be assessed in the following ways during the year: 

• Some units will have a graded assessment task 

• Verbal and written feedback 

• Two study skills projects – one in Autumn and one in Spring 

• Mid-year and end of year examinations 

• Assessment will be based on a 9-1 scale linked to Year 8 assessment criteria 
  

During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

• Independent Research and production tasks. 

• Reporting and feedback tasks. 

• Revision for examinations. 

  

How can you help him to progress? 

• Have conversations with him about what he has studied; he may be able to 

teach you! 

• Allow him the benefit of your experience and views and encourage him to 

challenge his thinking. 

• Encourage a broad-minded approach which promotes diversity in his thinking. 

• Foster respect and understanding of the people and the belief systems that he 
studies. 

  

*Grading criteria for GCSE is 9-1; this is reflected in Year 8 marking criteria, as a relative, 

reflective measure of your son’s achievements. 

  

  

KEY STAGE 4: GCSE 

Name of subject:   Religious Education 

Examination Board:                                   WJEC Eduqas 

Specification Name and Number:             GCSE Specification, Religious Studies, Route A 

(8879) 

Web link: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/eduqas-gcse-RS-

spec-full-from-2016.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh 

  

  

Course Content 

Religious Education is an exciting subject that is capable of inspiring those who study it.  It is 

of fundamental importance that your son has a deep understanding of the importance of 

learning about the diversity of religion and belief in contemporary society and he will also 
learn a lot about himself. This deep and cognate subject is well received by the students, 

regardless of their own belief system. 

  

During Year 9 your son will study a selection of the following: 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/eduqas-gcse-RS-spec-full-from-2016.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh
http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/religious-studies/gcse/eduqas-gcse-RS-spec-full-from-2016.pdf?language_id=1&dotcache=no&dotcache=refresh


Foundation: Boys will use these studies to acquire the skills set necessary for success at full 

GCSE level. 

  

Unit: Introduction to GCSE – Semester 1: Christianity (beliefs) 

This course will be steered using a combination of unpacked data and 
low tariff testing at the beginning of each lesson. Boys are expected to 

assimilate the information in a ‘live’ manner, ie not leaving revision until 
just before an examination. This methodology supports the idea of 
embedding learning and recalling it frequently, in order to have the 
hard data and technical terminology in place by the time they learn the 
necessary skills for maximising their grades at GCSE. 

  

Course content can be seen on the Eduqas website (link above), and in 

the front of your son’s textbook. Boys are welcome to come and discuss 
the content with the department, before making their academic 
choices. 

  

Brief summary of content: Nature of God/ Trinity/ Creation/ The role of 

the Word and Spirit in creation/ Jesus: birth narrative, ministry, crucifixion 

and resurrection/ salvation and atonement/ sin/ Grace and the Spirit/ 
eschatology/ heaven and hell. 

Unit: Introduction to GCSE – Semester 2: Christianity (practises) 

Please note the rationale above, which applies to this unit also. 

Brief summary of content: Worship: Liturgical, informal, individual/ prayer/ 

evangelism/ sacraments/ meaning of baptism/ meaning of eucharist/ 
pilgrimage and celebrations/ Christianity in Britain/ the worlds church; 
mission and growth/ the work of tearfund/ world council of churches. 
  

Students develop their understanding of how religious beliefs are worked out in practice, and 

study ideas about peace in the three religions and what members of the religions have to do 

with each other and the community. Pupils understand similarities between religions and the 
distinctive features of each, and begin to form ideas about religion, toleration and harmony. 

These ideas can be applied to inter-faith issues in the UK today, providing pupils with 

opportunities for spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. 

  

The unit encourages pupils to examine and reflect on their own attitudes to those with 
religious beliefs different to their own, and so facilitates learning from religion.  These units will 

be revisited as the boys progress through KS4, in order to sharpen their GCSE responses. 

  

The subject is assessed in the following ways: 

• Some sub-units will have a graded assessment task 

• Verbal and written feedback 

• Low tariff testing to provide a ‘live’ score for the student 

• Mid-year and end of year examinations 
  



  

During the year, homework will take the following forms: 

• Independent Research and production tasks 

• Reporting and feedback tasks 

• Revision for examinations 

• Preparation for continuation of his GCSE studies next year 

  

How can you help him to progress? 

• Have conversations with him about what he has studied – he may be able to 

teach you! 

• Allow him the benefit of your knowledge, experience and views and encourage 

him to challenge his thinking. 

• Encourage a broad minded approach which promotes diversity in his thinking. 

• Foster respect and understanding of the people and the belief systems that he 
studies. 

• Support him at times of self-doubt and encourage him to show strength of 

character, as he passes each milestone; teenagers are very good at doubting 

themselves or blaming their environment. 

• Remember that it is you who have supported your boy throughout his life, and 
helped him get into this amazing school. It is therefore his job to show his gratitude 

to you, by working hard and getting the best grades he can! 

  

  

 


